     In 2006 the Rocky River Chapter of Trout Unlimited celebrated its twenty fifth year anniversary. Formed in November 1980 by John Benbow and Joe Hedrick and Chartered in 1981, our seed was planted. With 12 Charter Members as a start, Rocky River Trout Unlimited was off and running. Rocky River Trout Unlimited has grown from those humble beginnings to a membership of 670 today. As with all organizations with this many years of existence, there have been some years that were better than others.  Growth, acclaim, recognition, activism and some growing pains have been experienced by this Chapter. Our accomplishments have been many and our awards have Golden but our legacy will always be our commitment to the conservation of our cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 
     On November 8, 2006 RRTU meet at Bass Pro Shops in Concord for a 25th Anniversary Celebration. With about 125 members and some of their Spouses in attendance, the upstairs meeting room soon became alive with stories from the past and dreams of the future. The welcome was given by Andrew Cole, current President, followed by Richard Mode who spoke on times before RRTU. Next up was Dr. John Benbow, our founding and first President who spoke on the first fifteen years of RRTU. Following Dr. Benbow was Tom Dickerson, 18th chapter President who spoke on the next ten years of our Chapters history. The keynote speaker for the night was Charles Gauvin, President and CEO of Trout Unlimited who spoke on the future of Trout Unlimited and touched on several of RRTU’s highlights and accomplishments.
     RRTU’s Twenty Fifth Celebration was funded by a President’s Challenge that was made. The challenge was for $100 from each of the past Presidents of RRTU and enough funds were raised that the Celebration was free to the membership, including a Low Country Boil. There were several raffles held, one for a 6’6” 2wt fly rod build and donated by Nick Mermigas and the other for a $500 Bass Pro gift card. Bass Pro also gave a 15% discount to all those that attended. Many thanks to Tim Bloodworth, of Bass Pro for his help and support of RRTU.

     This celebration was the brainchild of Alen Baker (third President), Dr. John Benbow and Steve Craig (second President) and according to the response and turnout was a great success. Thanks to all that helped and planned this event and to each member for their contribution to RRTU. Even if you have never attended any function of RRTU but have been a dues paying member of Trout Unlimited you have helped forward our cause: To conserve, protect and restore North America’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds.
