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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Well, here we are … another successful trip around the 
sun. Let’s smile and cheer all that is good in this world 
and look forward to yet another excellent year on the 
water and together. 
  
We have exciting plans and goals for this year and with 
all of your care and good work, accomplishing them 
will be a pleasure. 
  
Trout in the Classroom is well under way and with its 
normal unpredictability of growing a wild animal in a 
school room, it remains a marvelous teaching tool and 
will grow some new conservationist fishermen no 
doubt. Bill Thomas will give us an update on the 
comings and going of these little fishes. 
  
Fly Tying is fully underway now and Jack McNeary 
and Alen Baker are leading a new approach to the 
regular season. This month and next we will have guest 
tiers. The first guest is this month and we are so 
privileged to have the legendary Bo Cash. As you 
recall he was the featured speaker at our birthday party 
last February. Author, teacher, guide, rod builder and 
just an all around nice guy. All tiers welcome. I also 
want to mention, we are seeing some tiers attend that 
are too young to drive. Boy, that is a welcome sight. It 
should remind us all that the key to the future is our 
youth. Take a kid fishing, bring a kid to fly tying, bring 
a kid to a meeting. If nothing else, they can help us get 
up when we fall. 
  
Coming up very rapidly is our annual party. This year it 
will be a benefit for Friends of Rocky River. There 
will be food and beverage, raffles, auctions with all of 
our proceeds going to FORR. We are happy to have 
Squeak Smith to come speak to us. He is a longtime 
Trout Unlimited leader and was recognized by TU as 
one of the Top Ten leaders in the nation. He is a very, 
very active stream conservationist and we are excited to 
hear him speak. 
 

 

 

FORR is the lifeline to keep our chapter in business 
and the funds that allow our programs and efforts. We 
are able to make a difference in our precious, natural 
resources in our wonderful and prolific North Carolina 
home waters. We are giving children the opportunity to 
experience the natural world through Rivercourse. We 
are supporting an education of a student interested in 
saving our natural heritage. We are teaching children 
the lifecycle of trout and what a fragile ecosystem they 
inhabit. When I say we, I mean you. You are the heart 
and soul and these bucks are the lifeblood. Please plan 
to attend … it will be on Thursday evening. February 
28 at Covenant Presbyterian Church and fun is 
guaranteed. 
  
Stay tuned, we will have even more exciting news in 
the next few months. We have a strong chapter and we 
can grow even stronger while keeping our waters clean 
and safe and full of trout. 
 
- Tom Adams ( f64rrtu@gmail.com )  
 
 

RRTU Calendar 

 
Jan 12:  Fly tying, REI Northlake 
Jan 17:  RRTU meeting 
 
Feb 01-03: Shiver in the River, Cherokee, NC 
Feb 09-10: Fly Fishing Show, Winston-Salem, NC 
Feb 16: Fly tying, REI Northlake 
Feb 16-17: 2013 Team USA SE Qualifier, Brevard, NC 
Feb 28: Friends of Rocky River (FORR) Benefit  
 
Mar 13: Fly Fishing Film Tour, Visulite Theater 
Mar 16: Fly tying, REI Northlake 
Mar 21: RRTU meeting 
 
Apr 04-07: Appletree outing 
Apr 18: RRTU meeting 
Apr 24: How to Where to session 

 

 

 

 



January 17
th
 meeting 

 
Rod and Matt Champion, South Holston River Fly 
Shop 
 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
1000 East Morehead Street 
Room 207, Fellowship Hall 
Charlotte, NC  28204 
 
Social time:  6:30 PM 
Meeting:  7:00 PM 
 
Note: Some RRTU members meet for dinner before the 
meeting at the Dilworth Neighborhood Grille, 911 East 
Morehead Street, (704) 377-3808. Ask the hostess for 
the RRTU group; folks usually gather for dinner around 
5:30 PM.  
 
 

Friends of Rocky River (FORR) 

 
The 2012 Friends of Rocky River (FORR) program 
campaign has ended. Thanks to our generous donors, 
we were able to achieve our 2012 goal of $8,000. 
 
Thank you to these November and December 2012 
donors: 
 

Stephen McClure, Tim Ramsey, Duke Energy 

Matching Gift (Alen Baker) 
 
The 2013 Friends of Rocky River program campaign 
will officially begin in February. Watch for a letter 
introducing the 2012 campaign in your electronic 
mailbox soon. We hope to expand our FORR program 
with our Friends of Rocky River Benefit event on 
February 28. 
 
Of course you do not have to wait for the 2013 
campaign letter or our February 28 event to make a 
donation. In order to donate, please make checks 
payable to Rocky River Trout Unlimited and mail 
your tax deductible donation to: 
 

Jonathan Miller 

2900 Winghaven Lane 

Charlotte, NC  28210 

 
Some employers match employee donations to 
501(c)(3) organizations. If your employer matches 
employee contributions, please include those forms 
with your donation. 
 
Thank you! 
 
- Steve Craig/Terry Hill, FORR Committee 
 
 

Friends of Rocky River (FORR) Benefit 

 
The RRTU officers and board are making plans for the 
Friends of Rocky River (FORR) Benefit on February 
28, 2013. Please add this event to your 2013 calendar ... 
here are a few details: 
 
- A FREE event 
- Guest speaker: Michael 'Squeak' Smith 
- Hors d'oeuvres and desserts 
- Door prizes and raffles 
- Location: Covenant Presbyterian Church 
 
We plan to provide additional information in January 
via an Evite and the 2013 February RRTU Newsletter. 
Please RSVP to the Evite if you plan to attend. 

- Editor 

 
 

November 15, 2012 meeting 

 
Simons Welter, Brookings’ Anglers guide, visited us at 
our November meeting. Ms. Welter provided a number 
of ideas and techniques which will help with our fishing 
“grip and grin” photographs: 
 
- Have the fisherman take off their sunglasses. 
- Fill the screen/photo with the subject matter; move in 
close. 
- Set up for the picture before taking the fish from the 
net/water. Wet your hand and eliminate/minimize the 
out-of-water time for the fish. 
- Create fish release shots. 
- Include the rod in some of your pictures. 
- Take close-up pictures of fish parts (fins, eyes, etc.). 
Does your camera have a macro mode? If so, learn how 
to use the macro setting. 



- For landscape shots, showing the expanse of the river, 
tree, and/or sky can add to a photo. Use people to show 
perspective. 
- If fishing by yourself, put your hand in the net with 
the fish for the picture. This adds perspective and can 
make a fish seem bigger (a good thing, right?). 
 
In addition to the photography portion of the 
presentation, Ms. Welter also offered these fishing tips: 
 
- Keep your rod on a parallel plane to the water as this 
gives you more room for the hook set. 
- Keep unused line on the reel. 
- When fishing upstream, set the hook downstream and 
low/parallel to the water. Do not set in an upward 
direction as this leads to catching trees and other 
vegetation. 
- What should you watch? If you can see the fly, watch 
the fly. If you can see the target fish, watch the fish for 
any reaction as the fly goes past. If the water is murky, 
watch your indicator. 
- If fishing with two nymphs and you want to add 
weight, put the weight closer to the point fly. 
- If you hook a fish and you are not reeling in line, take 
your hand off the reel. 
 
Everyone who attended really enjoyed the presentation 
materials Ms. Welter made for the meeting. The super-
sized red fly (San Juan Worm??) was a favorite prop 
and VERY easy to see! 
 
Thanks to all who attended the November meeting. 
 

- Editor 

 
 

Upcoming RRTU Meeting Topics/Presenters 

 

January 17 

Rod and Matt Champion, South Holston River Fly 
Shop. A general discussion of the South Holston plus 
guide tips from Matt, who spends 200+ days on the 
water each year. Bonus – a brief fly tying 
demonstration of a few fly patterns. 
http://www.southholstonriverflyshop.com 
 
 
 

February 28 

Michael ‘Squeak’ Smith has served as a long time 
member of Trout Unlimited at the local level, at the NC 
Council level and at the national TU level as well. 
Currently on the Board of Directors at the Foothills 
Conservancy of North Carolina, Mr. Smith has played 
an important role in conservation and environmental 
work for many years. And he is, of course, a fisherman! 
The February newsletter will contain more information 
about Mr. Smith as he will act as our guest speaker at 
the FORR Benefit event. 
 

March 21 

TBD 
 
 

Other Activities and Events 

 

--Fly Tying-- 

Back by popular demand beginning in November … 
this information from Jack McNeary: 
 
Don't forget to mark your calendar for RRTU’s fly 
tying classes. November 10, December 8, January 12, 
February 16, and March 16. This is our fourth year 
having classes and we plan to add something new. After 
the new 2013 year begins we will have a guest fly tier 
come to our meeting to demonstrate his or her skills. 
Look for more information on that in future newsletters. 
We will also invite other interested RRTU members to 
join us for this session. 
 

Fly tying in January 
 
If you are a fly fisherman, you probably have given 
some thought about the flies you use. There are 
thousands of them for freshwater trout alone. Are they 
all must have flies? How do you know what to buy or 
tie? 
 
On Saturday, January 12, 2012 you will have the 
opportunity to hear Bo Cash, one of the most respected 
trout fisherman and fly tiers in North Carolina talk and 
demonstrate about the flies he likes to use. 
 
We have Bo scheduled to talk and demonstrate to our 
RRTU fly tying class in January, and we invite 
everyone to come see and hear Bo. We are extending 



the class until 3:00 pm on Saturday January 12th as Bo 
will be speaking from 1:00 until 3:00 PM. Our normal 
class will start as usual at 10:00 AM and the second 
half of the class – approximately 1:00 PM Bo will 
speak. We hope that as he ties certain flies our tiers will 
be able to follow along and tie the same fly. 
 
This is a program for all fishing people – those who do 
not tie their own flies as well as those who do enjoy 
tying their own files. We want to give Bo a large 
welcome, and we encourage all of you to attend. 
 
What better way can you spend a cold Saturday 
morning and afternoon than talking and learning about 
fly fishing and tying? 
 
We hope to see you at REI’s facility at 9755 Northlake 
Centre Parkway, just off of I-77 North. Our regular fly 
tying class will start at 10:00 AM and we plan to stop 
for lunch around 12:30 PM. Note that we charge $5.00 
for those who want lunch. After lunch at 1:00 PM we 
will turn the meeting over to Bo Cash. 
 

Biography for Bo Cash 
Bo Cash started fishing the Watauga and South Holston 
Rivers in Tennessee in 1971. He is an active fly tier and 
prefers to use his own flies when fishing. Bo has 
developed a special caddis fly that is a high floater and 
we’re hopeful that Bo will demonstrate how to tie this 
caddis and some of his other favorites too. 
 
Bo has been active in stream preservation and 
restoration in North Carolina. He helped found the Lake 
James Development Regulations Board and has been a 
member of the Upper Catawba Hydro Relicensing 
Process with Duke Energy and the FERC. Bo also has 
been a member of the Burke County Planning Board 
which has worked to protect access to the shore line on 
Lake James and the Catawba River. 
 
Bo has been NC Trout Unlimited Vice Chair and Chair 
as well as President of the Table Rock Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited. Bo has fished in thirteen states and Nova 
Scotia. He has also published a fly fish book in 2011 
titled Water Under the Bridge. 
 
And our February guest tier will be Gary Jones. 

Our sessions welcome people at all skill levels of fly 
tying – from the beginner to the experienced. We have 
three instructors who can assist. 

We have rotary vices for six beginners and provide 
materials for the beginners. The charge for the entire 
series is $10. Research shows this price to be a bargain 
when compared to similar classes which may run up to 
$125 per person. 

Even if you don't think you want to tie all your own 
flies, you might surprise yourself. One of our 2011-
2012 beginning tiers said he just wanted to see how it 
was done. Then he found that some of the best fishing 
success this year was with the flies he had tied himself. 
You will find that you can tie flies that are more 
durable than those you can buy, and you can tie some 
go-to flies that are not available in any fly shop. 

Our meetings will be held at REI at 9755 Northlake 
Centre Parkway. The classes begin at 10:00 AM and 
finish up around 2:00 PM. We also serve a basic lunch 
for those who want it. 

If you are a beginner and do not have your own gear, 
please let us know you plan to attend so that we can 
make sure we have enough equipment. For more 
information please contact Jack McNeary – 
jmcneary@gmail.com . 

Here are a few pictures from the December fly tying 
session. These photos submitted by Dana Hershey: 

 



 

Tom Adams, Alen Baker, Jack McNeary 

 

-- Shiver in the River -- 

Fish Cherokee sponsors the Shiver in the River event 
on February 1-3, 2013. For more information, please 
see their web site: 
 
http://www.fishcherokee.com/shiver.html  
 

-- 2013 Fly Fishing Show -- 

The 2013 Fly Fishing Show will include a North 
Carolina stop: February 9-10, 2013 in Winston-Salem, 
NC at the Benton Convention Center. 
 
Hours: Saturday 09:00 to 05:30, Sunday 09:00 to 05:00. 
 
www.flyfishingshow.com 
 

-- Team USA Southeast Qualifier -- 

The 2013 Team USA Southeast Qualifier will be held 
in Brevard, NC on February 16-17. Judges are needed 
for this event. If you are interested, please contact Bill 
Strickland of Davidson River Outfitters at this email 
address: bstrickland@davidsonflyfishing.com  
 
The Fly Fishing Team USA website: 
http://www.ffteamusa.com 
 

-- Fly Fishing Film Tour -- 

The 2013 Fly Fishing Film Tour will be held at the 
Visulite Theater, 1615 Elizabeth Avenue, Charlotte on 

March 13. Doors open at 6:30PM, show starts at 7PM. 
Advance tickets are available at Jesse Browns. 
 
http://flyfilmtour.com 
 

-- Rivercourse 2013 -- 

Rivercourse 2013 will be held June 16-21 at Lake 
Logan near Canton, NC. Rivercourse is for boys and 
girls ages 13-15. This camp emphasizes Trout 
Unlimited's mission, the conservation of cold water 
fisheries, while at the same time teaching campers the 
basics of fly fishing, a sport for a lifetime. The deadline 
for Rivercourse 2013 applications is March 15, 
2013. Rivercourse tuition is $595 per camper. You will 
find more information, including application forms, at 
http://rivercourse.org/ . 
 
 

Appletree - 2013 

 
We have secured our dates for Appletree in 2013.  
Spring – April 4-7, 2013 
Fall – October 3-6, 2013 
In both cases we have reserved site B which has a 50 
person maximum. 
 
For those who are unfamiliar with our Appletree 
outings, these events are four day/three night tent 
camping events on the Nantahala River near the 
“metropolis” of Aquone, NC. RRTU supplies a number 
of meals and handles the camping fee for the weekend.  
If you have never experienced an Appletree trip, please 
consider joining us. These trips offer two things … 
great fishing and a lot of fun. 
 
Though the Nantahala River offers Delayed Harvest 
and regular hatchery supported fishing, many of our 
RRTU members have visited other streams in the area. 
The Great Smoky Mountains National Park is nearby; it 
offers hundreds of miles of pristine streams teaming 
with wild, native speckled trout. Other streams within 
easy driving distance: Tuckasegee River, Hiwassee 
River, Fires Creek, White Oak Creek, Big Snowbird 
Creek to name only a few. 
 
Some of you may be concerned about food on this 
camping expedition. Not to worry! Allow me to list just 
a few of the items from recent outings: low country 



boil, BBQ pig, fruit cobblers cooked in dutch ovens, 
scrambled eggs cooked in zip lock bags. Some have 
even been known to gain weight at Appletree! 
 
And just to whet your appetite, here are pictures from 
the October 2012 trip submitted by Trey Vinson. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Thanks for the pictures … and if you want to share 
some of your photos or your Appletree story, pass those 
along and we’ll include those in a future newsletter. 
 

- Jim Mabrey 
 
 

Streamside Program 2013 

 
This year we have plans to continue the expanded 
streamside program which we started in 2012. We hope 
to host 3-4 streamside fishing Saturdays in 2013. 
 
In 2012 RRTU hosted three events: 
 
March 17 – North Mills River 
May 5 – Mitchell River 
November 24 – Wilson Creek 
 
Here are three pictures from the November 24 
streamside on Wilson Creek. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
For those of you that are interested or want more 
information on the RRTU streamside program, please 
send an e-mail to NCTroutScout@gmail.com .  
 

- David Hollifield  

 

 

TU – National News @ tu.org 

 
Looking for information on legislation? How about 
recent press releases? Searching for the TU president’s 
message in the TU newsletter? Interested in member 
benefits? You will find all of these … and much more 
at www.tu.org 
 

- Other “stuff” - 

(1) In the News (see website): Turning Christmas Trees 
Info Salmon Habitat (ecotrope.opb.org), EPA guidance 
to aid abandoned mine cleanups 
(summitcountyvoice.com), A victory for Upper 
Colorado River conservation (denverpost.com), 
Presidential candidates should make energy and public 
lands in the West a priority (denverpost.com). 
(2) TU in Action (see website): Hats off to the Hoback; 
Mine cleanups mean better fishing; TU-NOAA Funds 
Available to Improve Rivers; A big win for the Upper 
Colorado headwaters. 
3) Got a question? That question may already be 
answered in the Ask Trout Unlimited section located 
here:  http://www.tu.org/about-us/ask-trout-unlimited 
 

- Trout magazine - 

Lost your recent issue? Trying to find an old article? 
You will find current and archive issues of Trout on the 
TU web site in the Press Room tab: 
http://www.tu.org/press-room/trout-magazine 
 

- January Lines to Leaders - 

Several items of note in the November version: 
(1) TU Teen Summit in July, 2013. 

 

- Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trout in the Classroom (TIC) – Update 

 
After a rousing start in September with the delivery of 
eggs, our TIC program has seen some good news and 
some bad news with our trout at the various schools. 
Some of the legacy schools continue to manage their 
TIC tanks with no issues; the new schools usually 
experience some growing pains. This year we tried 
something different at Davidson Day – having the eggs 
in two baskets rather than one. Their release of the sac 
fry from the two baskets into the tank went very well 
and I plan to promote this technique in the future. We 
have also added live vegetation in some tanks; and we 
tried having two aerators rather than only one. 
 
The new schools have encountered issues that we have 
dealt with in the past. Some of those issues are often 
related to overfeeding and/or trying to speed up the 
process. Bill Thomas, Joe Harris, Dana Hershey and 
Jonathan Miller recently visited Quail Hollow Middle 
School to relocate their tank and to make preparations 
for a new delivery of fish (fingerlings … not eggs this 
time). I plan to visit the one of the hatcheries in January 
for fingerlings so that all schools have fish to release in 
the spring. I will also apply to the state for release 
permits at either South Mountains State Park or Stone 
Mountain State Park. 
 
Look for release dates and locations in future 
newsletters and join us for a release if you can. If you 
know of a school that might be interested in a TIC 
project, I recommend that they visit one of our existing 
TIC schools to talk with those teachers about their 
experience with the program. Thanks to all schools, 
teachers, students, parents and especially RRTU 
members who have helped with this outstanding 
project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



December 2012 – relocating the Quail Hollow tank 

 
 

 
 

 

 
- Bill Thomas 

 
 

How-To Where-To Sessions 

 
The Tom Adams and Alen Baker How-To Where-To 
series will begin again in April, 2013. Watch this space 
for more information regarding session plans, meeting 
locations, dates and times. 
 

- Editor 

 

 

Where to go Trout fishing (November – March) 

 
Alen Baker has compiled a list of streams to consider at 
various times of the year. The first installment covers 
the cold weather months of November until March. 

- Editor 

 
Many consider from November through March to be 
the cold season when being outside in the woods is not 
a first choice. However, it’s a great time to trout fish. 
Rainbow and Brook trout make their spawning runs 
upstream and all three species of trout continue to feed, 
although mostly sub-surface in the water column down 
to the stream bottom. There are occasional warmer days 
when some insect activity brings trout to surface feed 
for brief periods, so do not rule out dry fly fishing 
totally. There are a number of challenges including 
dressing warmly for windy, cold even freezing 
conditions. You may find snow falling or sheet ice on 
the streams at times but it simply adds to your learning 
curve.  
 
In District 7, the closest delayed harvest streams 
include: Horse Creek (new for 2012), Elk Creek (an 
additional upper section is new for 2012), Helton 
Creek, Little River (new for 2012) and Mitchell River. 
Within Stone Mountain State Park East Prong Roaring 
River and Stone Mountain Creek are readily accessible. 
If you prefer to stay close to civilization, Ararat River 
along the greenway in Mount Airy and Reddies River 
by the hospital in North Wilkesboro are additional 
choices to consider. 
 



In District 8, also reasonably close delayed harvest 
streams include: Curtis Creek, East Fork French Broad 
River, Green River, North Fork Mills River, both 
sections of the Watauga River and Wilson Creek. 
Within South Mountain State Park and very close to 
Charlotte is Jacob Fork. Also, the North Toe River 
along the park in Spruce Pine provides easy access. 
 
For the adventurous, there are two wild card fishing 
trips to consider in February only: attempt to catch 
Kokanee Salmon on the Nantahala River just above the 
lake and attempt to catch Steelhead on the Rocky Broad 
River just above Lake Lure. The key word is attempt! 
 

- Alen Baker 

 
 

Tales from the Stream 

 
Editor’s note: We are always excited to hear from 
RRTU membership about their fishing adventures. Here 
is a short “tale” from a November trip by new board 
member Joe Beckert: 

I enjoyed excellent trout fishing at the Eastatoee River 
off Highway 11 in Oconee County SC on Saturday 
November 17th.  There are three angler access signs 
off Highway 11, the Cherokee Scenic Highway, near 
Oconee County about 20 miles north of Clemson, SC.  
Travel I-85 South to I-26 North and take exit 5 to 
Campobello then about 20 miles on Highway 11 near 
Lake Keowee and Lake Jocassee SC.  The Eastatoee 
River has recently been designated a delayed harvest 
stream and was stocked with nice rainbow and brown 
trout.  The river is fed by the Jocassee Gorges state 
park watershed which has five rivers that feed Lake 
Jocassee (the lake starts in the western foothills of SC 
and NC mountains).  I caught several trout in the 8-12 
inch range on a Red Copper John using a 5X leader. I 
wanted to try trout taking a top water hatch, but since I 
was having good luck anyway I did not bother to untie 
my Thingamabobber and have to risk cutting my new 
leader. 

 

 

 

Eastatoee River rainbow 

 

 

- Joe Beckert 

 
 

Tip of the Month 

 
Many years ago a number of RRTU chapter members 
supplied tips for the newsletter. We are bringing some 
of those tips out of retirement and hope you find these 
useful. 
 
When you begin the fishing season or when you are fly 
fishing the first time in a long time, this tip is for you. 
Begin fishing with an old used fly instead of a new one. 
The probability that a tree limb will grab the fly is great 
since practicing was performed in the open back yard. 
Besides Murphy’s Law would not dare act on an old 
used fly. Seriously, until casting falls back into the 
groove, why waste a new fly on obstacles designed to 
ruin a good start. After a few casts (or fish), 
systematically switch to that new pattern you’ve longed 
to try. 
 

- Alen Baker 

 

 

 



Fly of the Month 

 
This “fly of the month” represents the latest in the Alen 
Baker/Tom Adams series. 
 
One of the most popular Southern Appalachian flies 
used by local anglers for a century is known as the 
“yellow hammer” or as mountain folk typically call it 
the Yallerhammer. 
 

Yallerhammer 

Long before white settlers built their cabins in our 
scenic hills, the Cherokee Indians fished the bountiful 
streams for speckled trout. The Cherokee Indians used 
early forms of trout flies, fashioned from carved bone 
hooks, deer hair, and colorful feathers from the area’s 
many birds. The term Yallerhammer comes from the 
translation of the description that the Cherokee Indians 
gave the Common Flicker or Yellow-shafted Flicker, a 
woodpecker with a loud, resonant pecking which 
sounds like a hammer when at work on a tree trunk. 
The cherished bird is golden yellow which was “yallar” 
in the local dialect of the immigrant Scots Irish and 
typically spelled yaller. The bright yellow plumage 
made the Common Flicker a sought-after source of 
feathers for making highly successful trout flies. 
Settlers from Europe learned by observing the 
Cherokee fishermen that flies made from these yellow 
feathers caught mountain trout so they began fashioning 
their own variations of the Yallerhammer. 

One early written description of the style of tying the 
Yallerhammer is outlined in a letter from J. H. Stewart, 
Jackson, MS, 1887 to Mary Orvis Marbury. This letter 
was later published in Ms. Marbury's book "Favorite 
Flies and Their Histories".  

"The … flies … are reversed hackles, made by cutting 
narrow strips of deerskin with the hair left on, wrapped 
around the hook a few times, and well tied at each end. 
The North Carolina Indians (Cherokee) tie them to 
perfection, using some sort of cement or waterproof 
varnish over the thread, and for the bodies the various 
colors and length of hair from different skins, but 
usually rather stiff hair, preferring it from the deer's 
legs. They often cut the hair off and use it without the 

skin, but made in this way the flies are not as durable. 
They use feathers occasionally in the same way."  

According to Bruce E Harang “The exact origin … of 
the Yallerhammer pattern has apparently been lost in 
the mists of pre-recorded North American history. 
Unfortunately, American Indians did not have written 
languages and passed their histories and customs down 
as oral histories. It is generally accepted that it was the 
Cherokees who first brought down a Yellow-shafted 
Flicker with a blowgun, wrapped its bright quill around 
a hook, and caught a trout. Maybe they first tied the fly 
as they tied the deer hair fly, reverse Palmer style. 
However, the Cherokee as an invader of the 
Southeastern United States may have simply adapted 
what those they drove out already were doing. 
Nevertheless, whatever the particulars it is clear that the 
Yallerhammer fly pattern pre-dated European 
settlement of the Americas.” 

The original recipes as tied by early fly fisherman in 
North Carolina and Tennessee utilizes the the leading 
edge of the primary flight feather of the Yellow Shafted 
Flicker (Yallerhammer), an endangered species of 
woodpecker tied on a trailer hook (ring eye, long 
shank) and trailed behind a gold willow-leaf spinner 
blade - which probably accounted for most of its fish-
catching success. There are four (4) well known 
patterns including the original Yallerhammer (it looks 
like a sparse woolly worm), theYallerhammer Dry fly 
and Yallerhammer Nymph which is a more modern  
pattern from the 1960’s and the Improved 
Yallerhammer which was created in recent times by 
Kevin Howell. There are eight (8) additional patterns 
included on Bill Everhardt’s website: Yallerhammer 
Black Fly, Yallerhammer Peacock Dry, Yallerhammer 
Woolly Worm, Yallerhammer Cahill, Yallerhammer 
Tellico Nymph, Yallerhammer Softhackle, Smoky 
Mountain Yallerhammer Nymph and Yallerhammer 
Ginger. 

Roger Lowe has written a book, Roger Lowe’s 

Fly Pattern Guide to the Great Smoky 

Mountains, (Glenn York & York Creative 
Services, 2005) which features 101 traditional 
fly patterns, many which are unique to North 
Carolina and including several Yallerhammer 
patterns. shirts. 



The original Yallerhammer and the Yallerhammer Dry 
were fished by the local anglers back in tge 1930’s and 
1940’s in North Carolina and Tennessee. The 
Yallerhammer Nymph is a newer pattern that evolved 
as nymph patterns became popular. Fortunately, all 
woodpeckers are now protected and as a result, it is 
illegal to possess or use their feathers in tying the fly 
patterns. A comparable primary flight feather of a 
Mourning Dove, Ruffed Grouse, Quail or Partridge, 
dyed golden yellow is used as a substitute when tying 
the Yallerhammer pattern. Substitutes also include 
yellow dyed Grizzley hackle and  picric acid dyed 
guinea feathers. 

To prepare a primary flight feather for tying the 
Yallerhammer, first soak the wing feather in warm 
water, to soften the quill. Then the softened quill is split 
length-wise and the pulp within the center of the quill 
must be scraped out. Tie the prepared quill in at the 
bend end of the hook shank with the top few barbs 
extended beyond the hook to be used as a tail. Then 
palmer the split quill forward to the eye of the hook and 
tie off. 

It is generally believed that the original Yallerhammer 
pattern is an attractor and not an imitation of anything 
in nature. However, there are large yellow stoneflies in 
many of our Southern Appalachian streams, so it is 
possible that the original Yallerhammer pattern was an 
imitation of the large yellow stonefly nymph. 

I fish the Yallerhammer Dry pattern as an attractor 
pattern much like a Wulff or stimulator. It is easy to see 
and trout seem to turn on to the yellow color. A simple 
dead drift even in rough waters allows a trout ample 
time to be attracted and make the strike. The pattern is 
robust enough to be a roughwater fly and can serve as 
an indicator fly with a dropper.  

I fish the original Yallerhammer pattern as a trailer to a 
woolly bugger when a stream is extremely clear and the 
woolly bugger may be somewhat rejected by trout. The 
theory is that as the trout spots the woolly bugger, starts 
the chase, then begins to turn away from its initial 
interest, here comes an irresistable, yellow morsel of 
food that must be taken immediately or be lost forever. 
No time for the trout to think, the yellow catches the 
eye and the trout catches the fly. Hooked! 

 
While fly fishing on the Davidson River Outfitters 
private waters on the lower Davidson River, I 
experimented by using both the Yallerhammer Dry and  
original Yallerhammer in tandem combination with 
other flies. Eighty percent (80%) of the trout caught that 
day hit the Yallerhammer instead of the other fly fished.  
 
The trout consistently hit the Yallerhammer Dry even 
when there was a numph dropper attached. I lost a trout 
over 24 inches. Then I caught a 21-inch and a 24-inch 
raibow back-to-back as well as several more smaller 
rainbows on the Yallerhammer Dry. I caught six (6) 
rainbows from 10 to 16 inches on the original 
Yallerhammer fished as a trailer to an Oliver Woolly 
Bugger. On a prior occasion in the same waters I caught 
numerous large fish on the Olive Woolly Bugger so I 
concluded that the original Yallerhammer is an even 
more productive fly than the highly attractive woolly 
bugger pattern. This is impressive antedotal evidence 
that at least the yellow color is a trout preference. 
 
History indicates that this may well be a fly that has 
been used to catch trout for thousands of years. This is a 
must have fly for the flybox for our mountain streams. 
 

- Alen Baker 

 

Yallerhammer Nymph 

Fly of the Month 01.2013 

 
HOOK: Wet 2X.  Tiemco 5262 or equivalent.  Size 
12,14,16,18 
Thread: Red Uni 8/0 or equivalent 
Tail: Ginger Spade Hackle 
Abdomen: Yellow Floss 
Thorax: Yellow Chennille 
Rib: Special Dyed Primary feather 
Wingcase:  Turkey tail feather  
Hackle: Brown Hen hackle 
 
NOTE:   The feathers used originally are banned and 
substitutes are very hard to come by.  Many tiers are 
forced to dye their own.  I found some ready for use at 
Davidson River Outfitters.  There is a very limited 
quantity so sharing of resources is recommended.  
Soaking the feather to use in tap water, at the beginning 
of the tying process is also recommended. 



 
 
Directions: 
 

1. Begin wrapping yellow floss about one third 
back of the eye and using touching turns, 
wrap to above the hook point.  Let the 
bobbin hang. 

2. Select eight or ten ginger spade hackles (or 
any web free, straight, stiff hackle barbs) 
and measure to be shorter than the hook 
shaft.  Long hackle is generally for dry flies 
for balance when floating.  Wet flies or 
nymphs the tail is usually much shorter.  
Position the hackle on top of the hook and 
take two turns away from the eye with the 
floss.  This will trap the hackle.  Check the 
length and if you are happy begin wrapping 
forward to one third back from the eye.  
Trim any waste hackle. Using touching 
wraps take the floss back to the point above 
the hook barb and let the bobbin hang. 

3. Select a yellow dyed feather for the ribbing 
and pull back at the tip to give a good tie in.  
Stroke the feather with your left thumb and 
forefinger to expose a tiny triangle of tip.  
Tie the tip in with the floss and wrap the 
floss forward with touching turns to slightly 
above the halfway point.  Let the bobbin 
hang. 

4. Wrap the red thread from the eye to the floss 
and tie the floss in at the halfway point of 
the hook shaft. Trim away the floss.  

5. Wrap in open turns the yellow feather to the 
half way point and tie off.  The longer barbs 
will tend to foul as you go, so use your 
finger tips to stroke them out as you 
advance.  Avoid clumping or bunching as 
much as you can. Do not worry if it appears 
unruly or too dense.  The length of the barbs 
will be trimmed before finishing.  Three or 
four wraps at the most.   

6. Select a section of turkey tail and tie in, in 
front of the abdomen to make a wingcase on 
the thorax.  Push it back, out of the way. 

7. Select a piece of yellow chenille and strip 
the chenille away, with your fingernails to 
reveal a small section of core to tie in with.  

Tie in on top of the hook shaft so that the 
first wrap will be tight to the abdomen.  
Advance the thread to three eyelengths back 
of the eye and let the bobbin hang.  Wrap 
the chenille in tight, touching turns to the 
thread and tie off, trimming the excess. 

8. Tie in a brown hen hackle feather, tight to 
the chenille.  Tie in by the tip and make one 
wrap.  Tie off and trim the excess.  Using a 
thumbnail, make sure the barbs are along the 
sides only. Once in position an extra wrap 
will keep them in place. Let the bobbin 
hang, 

9. Pull forward the turkey tail and tie off tight 
to the chenille.  Whip finish, apply head 
cement. 

 

 

Improved Yallerhammer 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Yallerhammer nymph 

 
 

Yallerhammer Dry 

 
 
 

- Tom Adams, Alen Baker 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Rod Project  

  
Please watch this space for future updates as our 
intrepid rod builder continues his quest. – Editor 
 
- Tim Wilhelm 
 
 

2013 Catch-a-fish-every-month Challenge 

 
Once again in 2013 RRTU board member David 
Hollifield has challenged all RRTU members (yes … 
that means YOU) to the following: 
 

- Catch at least one trout per month in 2013. 
- “Catch” means in the net. The Jim Casada 

“temporary connection with another life form” 
does not count; some refer to this temporary 
connection as the “long distance release.” 

- The “penalty” for not catching at least one trout 
per month - a $10 Rivercourse donation for that 
month. 

 
This challenge seems to offer a win on both sides of the 
coin … either we are out fishing more than usual and 
(hopefully) catching more trout or we miss a month and 
support Rivercourse. 
 
During the 2012 year our officers and board members 
participated in this challenge; please check here to see a 
chart showing 2012 challenge results: 
http://rockyrivertu.org/boardChallenge.asp 
A new 2013 chart should be available soon … join the 
challenge and we will add you to the fish chart. 
 
It is a brand new year, so throw your hat in the ring and 
I am quite certain that this small incentive will lead to 
more fishing for you in 2013. 
 
If you would like to join us in this worthy pursuit, 
please contact an officer or board member. 

 

- Editor 

 
 
 
 



RRTU on Facebook 

 
How’s your social network doing? How about your 
fishing network? RRTU certainly wants to help with the 
second question. RRTU now has a Facebook page. 
Search for us on Facebook under Rocky River Trout 
Unlimited and sign up to join us. Also, please “like” the 
page as this will help us to be located more easily. You 
will be able to post and respond on this Facebook page. 
You can post pictures, invitations for fishing buddies or 
trip results, flies that work for you, etc.  This page is for 
your use; we hope you use it often!  RRTU on 
Facebook is a “closed” group meaning your name is 
public but your information is not. 
 
- Jim Mabrey 
 
 

Stream Water Flow Data 

 
Ever wonder about the water flow in your favorite 
stream? How about after a big rain? The USGS has 
monitoring on some NC streams. You may check on 
that data at this web site: 
 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nc/nwis/rt 
 
 
 

Hatch Charts 

 
Familiar with any web sites which list hatch charts we 
could reference here in the newsletter?  If so, please 
share. The flyfishingnc.com site has this chart: 
http://www.flyfishingnc.com/fly-bugs/patterns/fly-
hatch-chart-north-carolina-smoky-mountains 

 

- Editor 

 
 

The all electronic RRTU newsletter 

 
The RRTU board made a decision to move to an 
electronic-only newsletter format starting in 2011. Our 
annual savings for the paper newsletter printing and 
postage costs is over $3500; plus the newsletter has 
grown as there is no additional cost for more electronic 
pages. RRTU uses an electronic mail list server for 
sending the monthly newsletter. The instructions for 
requesting the monthly electronic newsletter follow. 
 
Using the email account with which you wish to 
register, send an electronic mail message addressed to: 
 
 sympa@list.nctu.org 
 
The subject line of this email should read: 
 

Subscribe rrtu-news firstname lastname 

 
Example:  Subscribe rrtu-news John Citizen 
 
 
 

RRTU Officers and Board Members 

 
President:  Tom Adams – 704.877.3367 
1st VP:  Dana Hershey – 704.577.7700 
2nd VP:  Tim Ramsey – 980-621-4562 
Secretary:  Joyce Shepherd – 704.392.8499 
Treasurer:  Jonathan Miller – 704.552.0051 
 
Alen Baker (2013) – 704.875.1505 
David Hollifield (2013) – 704.938.8735 
John Oliver (2014) – 704.467.1063 
Open TBA replacing Tim Ramsey (2014) 
Joe Beckert (2015) – 704.362.3322 
Joe Harris (2015) – 704.619.3536 
Bill Thomas (past president) – 704.231.7492

 


