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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Even though we know there will be plenty of those 
sweltering days ahead there with all the back to school 
activity around, we sense the impending return of fall.   
 
This summer, while not the least bit finished, has 
certainly both gone by quickly and been a very curious 
one to boot.  It seems the water levels have either been 
at record levels or exceeding them.  While inconvenient 
for us (like canceling the New River streamside), the 
high water action is good for the long term stream 
health and is certainly preferred to those tough droughts 
from the not too distant past.  Hope your summer faired 
well. 
 
Fall will be here soon enough and it is never too early 
to get your plans finalized for Appletree in October.  
The date has shifted slightly to accommodate the 
stocking schedule, so this year it is the weekend of 
October 10,11,12 and 13.   
 
After considerable “stacks” of email, Joe Beckert has 
secured for Rocky River TU the delayed harvest section 
of Wilson’s Creek as our Adopt-A-Stream location.  
This is a terrific coup and opportunity for us to have a 
designated destination that we can focus on and make 
an impact for the stream, the trout, and the fisherman’s 
benefit.  We are working on the first date and details 
about our first semi-annual Adopt-A-Stream event.  
Watch for details and let me give a shout out to Joe 
Beckert ! 
 
Trout in the Classroom is right around the corner and 
we have a fancy, new, giant, tank in RiverGgirl’s 
location in downtown Todd, NC.  Worth a visit for 
every reason, this is the boldest undertaking so far.  As 
the schools start up we will keep you updated as the 
eggs progress throughout the year.  It is fun to think we 
might be catching an NC educated trout.  That is bound 
to make trout happy, wise and pleasant to be around. 
 
There is still some time to go to the South Mountain 
project and check on the water level and temps before 

the change over to cooler weather. This is precisely the 
time we need documentation on conditions.  It is also a 
great time to be walking and wet wading.  I really love 
wet wading.  Minimal and cool it makes the time on the 
stream much more pleasant and I always feel closer to 
the environment.  Any questions on how, where, and 
when check with Tim Ramsey (as a board member and 
officer his name and info is always in the newsletter). 
 
There are still three more chances to check out the How 
to Where to this year in the months leading up to fly 
tying.  Alen Baker has led this very popular series and 
I have heard just how much folks like attending.  If you 
have not been, they are discussions about a new and 
timely subject each month.  It is a casual format that is 
open for everyone to participate.  A place for us to 
share knowledge and ask questions. Pretty low key, all 
in all.  Times and locations are in the newsletter. 
 
Next month is our business and election meeting and 
we will review this year and what is coming up in the 
future. 
 
- Tom Adams ( f64rrtu@gmail.com )  
 
 

RRTU Calendar 

 
Aug 15: RRTU meeting 
Aug 28: How to Where to session, Sharon United 
Methodist Church (South Park) 
 
Sept 19: RRTU meeting (annual elections) 
Sept 25: How to Where to session, REI Northlake 
Sept 27-29: TU Annual Meeting, Madison, WI 
Sept 28: South Mountains State Park Nature Day 
 
Oct 10-13: Appletree outing 
Oct 17:  RRTU meeting 
Oct 23: How to Where to session, Sharon United 
Methodist Church (South Park) 
 
Nov 21: RRTU meeting 
Nov 29: Streamside, Wilson Creek 
 

 



Aug 15
th
 Meeting 

 
Dave Hise, Casters Fly Shop 
 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
1000 East Morehead Street 
Room 207, Fellowship Hall 
Charlotte, NC  28204 
 
Social time:  6:30 PM 
Meeting:  7:00 PM 
 
Note: Some RRTU members meet for dinner before the 
meeting at the Dilworth Neighborhood Grille, 911 East 
Morehead Street, (704) 377-3808. Ask the hostess for 
the RRTU group; folks usually gather for dinner around 
5:30 PM.  
 

 

Friends of Rocky River (FORR) 

 
The 2013 Friends of Rocky River (FORR) program 
campaign officially started in February. The campaign 
letter went out via electronic mail on February 22. 
 
We hope that participation will grow as we move from 
year to year with the Friends of Rocky River program. 
The February 28 FORR Benefit provided an excellent 
launch for the 2013 campaign! Based upon individual 
giving and corporate donations we are almost to 90% of 
our $8,000 goal for this year. 
 
And we want to publicly thank those individuals who 
donated in June and July: 
 

William MacDonald, Stephen McClure 

 
In order to donate, please make checks payable to 
Rocky River Trout Unlimited and mail your tax 
deductible donation to: 
 

Jonathan Miller 

2900 Winghaven Lane 

Charlotte, NC  28210 

 
Some employers match employee donations to 
501(c)(3) organizations. If your employer matches 

employee contributions, please include those forms 
with your donation. 
 
Note that the 2013 FORR Campaign Letter has been 
added to the newsletter. The letter and the Pledge Card 
appear as the last page of the newsletter. 
 
Thank you! 
 
- Steve Craig/Terry Hill, FORR Committee 
 
 

June 20 meeting 

 
Richard Griggs. Mr. Griggs, owner of Carolina 
Mountain Sports in Statesville, joined us at the June 
meeting. As preparation for our planned August 
Streamside on the South Fork of the New River, there 
was a focus on smallmouth bass fishing. 
 

Carolina Mountain Sports.  

http://www.carolinamountainsports.com/ 

 
Thank you to our RRTU members and guests who were 
able to attend the June monthly meeting. 
 

- Editor 

 
 

Upcoming RRTU Meeting Topics/Presenters 

 

August 15 

Dave Hise, Casters Fly Shop. 
http://www.castersflyshop.com/  
 

September 19 

RRTU annual meeting, elections 
 

October 17 

Lance Milks, Appalachian Tenkara. 
 
 

Other Activities and Events 

 

Appletree 

 
Soon the summer will end and early fall means our 
Appletree trip will kick off the new delayed harvest 



season for us. And it is not too early to begin planning 
for the October Appletree trip, so mark your calendar 
with these dates and make plans to join us! 
 
Fall Appletree dates: 

- October 10-13, 2013 on Site B 
 
Fees for the fall 2013 Appletree trip will be $40 per 
person for two nights and $50 per person for three 
nights. Send payment by check, payable to Rocky River 
Trout Unlimited, to: 
 

Jonathan Miller 

2900 Winghaven Ln 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

 
If you would prefer to use PayPal, a link is available on 
our web site home page: http://www.rockyrivertu.org . 
Please include a notation indicating your payment is for 
the fall Appletree trip. 
 
For those who may be unfamiliar with our Appletree 
outings, these events are four day/three night tent 
camping events on the Nantahala River near Aquone, 
NC. RRTU supplies a number of meals and handles the 
camping fee for the weekend. Just show up with your 
fishing equipment, your camping equipment and enjoy 
yourself. 
 
Here’s a picture from the April 2013 trip. 
 

 
 
 

We enjoy Appletree trip photos, so share them and 
we’ll include some in a future newsletter. 
 

- Editor 

- Jim Mabrey 
 
 

South Mountains State Park Trout Enhancement 

and Restoration 

The Trout Enhancement and Restoration (TER) 
initiative at South Mountains State Park has officially 
started. On April 14 Jim Mackey and Tom Raispis  
joined me as we started the documentation of natural 
barriers and potential stream projects within the park. 
One potential project – the removal of the reinforced 
concrete bridge abutments near the upper falls 
campsite. During high water events these abutments 
divert water around these structures and this erodes the 
edges of the stream bank; this, in turn, leads to silt and 
debris being carried downstream in Jacob Fork. 

Picture from the April 14 event: 

 

TER Initiative Objectives:  

1. Identify, prioritize and complete coldwater 
conservation projects within South Mountains State   
Park that are defined while executing the Trout 
Enhancement and Restoration initiative.  



2. Develop a comprehensive profile of wild and native 
trout populations within South Mountains State Park.  

3. Provide a general education to anglers and the 
general public in regards to wild and native trout 
populations within the South Mountains.  

4. Restore one or more selected headwater tributaries 
within South Mountains State Park to native trout if 
deemed appropriate by state-of-the-art scientific 
methods. 

We’ve put together two blue backpacks that are 
available to check-out at the ranger’s station of the 
park.  Each contains a handheld GPS unit, handheld pH 
meter, stream thermometer, creel cards for 
documentation and a notebook with instructions for 
each.  You’re welcome and encouraged to check-out 
the equipment any time you’re available. 

 If you’re interested in coming out or lending a hand, 
please give me a call or shoot me an email at 
tramsey@wardtank.com,  Cell # 980-621-4562. 

 - Tim Ramsey  

 

Streamside Program 2013 

 
Our first streamside event of the 2013 year was held on 
Sunday, March 17, in South Mountains State Park 
(SMSP). Several RRTU members and guests attended 
and found that you CAN fish on St. Patrick’s Day!  
 
The second 2013 streamside was held Sunday, May 19, 
on the Catawba River Delayed Harvest water in 
Marion, NC.  
 
Our third 2013 streamside was a washout … all the rain 
forced us to cancel the planned South Fork of the New 
River fishing and camping trip that was originally 
scheduled for August 2-4. We will keep you posted on 
any future planning for a similar trip. 
 
November 29: Wilson Creek 
This event represents our traditional post-Thanksgiving 
streamside. We will fish Wilson Creek in the morning, 
have lunch at the Mortimer Campground shelter and 

then fish a bit more in the afternoon. More details as we 
finalize plans. 
 
For those of you that are interested or want more 
information on the RRTU streamside program, please 
send an e-mail to NCTroutScout@gmail.com .  
 

- David Hollifield  

 

 

TU – National, North Carolina and RRTU 

 
Looking for information on legislation? How about 
recent press releases? Searching for the TU president’s 
message in the TU newsletter? Interested in member 
benefits? You will find all of these … and much more 
at www.tu.org 
 
Got a TU question? That question may already be 
answered in the Ask Trout Unlimited section located 
here:  http://www.tu.org/about-us/ask-trout-unlimited 
 

- Trout magazine - 

Lost your recent issue? Trying to find an old article? 
You will find current and archive issues of Trout on the 
TU web site in the Press Room tab: 
http://www.tu.org/press-room/trout-magazine 
 

- NC Trout Unlimited - 

http://www.nctu.org 
 

- Rocky River Trout Unlimited - 

http://www.rockyrivertu.org 
 

- Editor 

 

 

Trout in the Classroom (TIC) 

 
The 2013-2014 TIC activity will begin when school 
starts. Watch this space for additional updates. 
 
Note that we have already purchased the necessary 
equipment for the RiverGirl setup at Kelly McCoy’s fly 
fishing shop in Todd, NC.  
 
Here are a few pictures of the Quail Hollow stocking 
event at South Mountains State Park on May 14: 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Current TIC Schools: 

- Cannon School of Concord 
- Charlotte Country Day School 
- Community School of Davidson 
- Davidson Day School 
- Lincoln Charter School 
- Providence Day School. Web site: 
 http://pdsblogs.org/chargertrout/ 
- Quail Hollow Middle School 
 
- Plus RiverGirl Fishing Company, Todd, NC  
 

- Bill Thomas 

 
 
 

How-To Where-To Sessions 

 
Each month except during the Fly Tying Sessions from 
November thru March, members and guests of RRTU 

are invited for an informal, knowledge sharing session 
(simply a whiteboard, handouts and interactive 
conversation) about how to fly fish and/or where to fly 
fish. Topics and which gathering location will be 
published well in advance in both the chapter newsletter 
and on www.rockyrivertu.org . 

  
How-To-Where-To Session Goals: 
o Reach out to those interested in water conservation 
and fly fishing 
o Help share knowledge among beginners and veteran 
fly fisherman (you do not have to be a TU member) 
o Create an interactive, participatory, low-key and 
friendly gathering of like minds. 

  
Schedule – 4

th
 Wednesday at 6:30 pm each Month 

listed below 
  
April 24

th 
How-To-Where-To Session at Sharon 

United Methodist Church (South Park) 
- Fly Fishing with Dry Flies 
- Fly Fishing Delayed Harvest Streams 

  
May 22

nd 
How-To-Where-To Session at REI 

(North Lake, Huntersville) 
- Fly Fishing with Terrestrials  
- Fly Fishing Wild and Catch-and-Release Streams 

  
June 26

th
 How-To-Where-To Session at Sharon 

United Methodist Church (South Park) 
- Fly Fishing with Streamers 
- Fly Fishing Remote Headwaters - Cool Places during 
the Dog Days of Summer 

  
July 24

th
 How-To-Where-To Session at REI 

(North Lake, Huntersville)              
- Fly Fishing with Wet Flies  
- Fly Fishing Stillwater 
                 

August 28
th 

How-To-Where-To Session at Sharon 

United Methodist Church (South Park)                
- Fly Fishing with Small Flies, Size 18 and Smaller 
- Fly Fishing Wild and Catch-and-Release Streams  

  
September 25

th
 How-To-Where-To Session at 

REI (North Lake, Huntersville) 
- Fly Fishing with Dry Flies 
- Fly Fishing Delayed Harvest Streams  



  
October 23

rd
  How-To-Where-To Session at 

Sharon United Methodist Church (South Park) 
- Fly Fishing with Nymphs  
- Fly Fishing Tailraces 
                                 
Note: Each session will be roughly 1 ½-2 hours long 
with 20-30 minutes on how-to, 30-40 minutes on 
where-to and 20-30 minutes on Tips and Dealing with 
Unusual Conditions every session. The group at a 
given session can decide together to spend more or less 
time on a given topic.  
  
Session Leaders: Tom Adams and Alen Baker (we 
encourage other RRTU members to become session 
leaders with us) 

  
Direction to REI (North Lake, Huntersville): Take I-
77 North to Exit 18, Harris Blvd. west. Turn right at the 
stoplight that takes you to the shopping area with 
Target. REI is on the corner, very visible with parking 
in front and to the side. The meeting room is in the back 
left corner from the entrance. 

  
Directions to Sharon United Methodist Church 

(South Park): The church is across the street from the 
Cheesecake Factory side of the mall on Sharon Road. 
Park in the church parking lot and … watch for the 
RRTU signs. 
 

- Tom Adams/Alen Baker 

 

 

Where to go Trout fishing in August 

 
Alen Baker has compiled a list of streams to consider at 
various times of the year. 

- Editor 

 
August is the month well known for the dog days when 
everywhere is simply hot, even in the shade. However, 
for those that persist to trout fish in August, there are a 
good number of choices in North Carolina. 
 
In District 7, the hatchery supported streams that are 
stocked include: Little River, North Fork New River 
and Middle Fork New River. Within Stone Mountain 
State Park East Prong Roaring River and Stone 

Mountain Creek are stocked. Trout Lake is also 
stocked. 
 
In District 8, the hatchery supported streams that are 
stocked include: North Toe River (Avery County), 
Wilson Creek and South Toe River. 
 
In District 9, the hatchery supported streams that are 
stocked include: Davidson River, French Broad River, 
Scott Creek and Big Snowbird Creek. 
 
August is a great month to utilize terrestrials to fish 
Wild streams and Catch-and-Release streams including 
the fee-based fly fishing on Bullhead Creek and Rich 
Mountain Creek within Stone Mountain State Park. 
Keep in mind that there will be many visitors to the 
park in August. One of the very best considerations is 
to pursue smallmouth on the New River. 
 

- Alen Baker 

 
 

Tales from the Stream 

 
Editor’s note: We are always excited to hear from 
RRTU membership about their fishing adventures. This 
one comes from RRTU member Jack McNeary. 
 
A Fishing Trip on the South Holston River 
On June 20th I went to the South Holston River for a four 
day trip. It was a Thursday, and there had been a lot of rain 
in the mountains of Tennessee and scattered rains around 
the Charlotte area. 
 
It looked like we would have good weather with no new rain, 
and our plan was to arrive late morning Thursday and fish in 
the afternoon. Then we would have all day Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday morning for quality fishing.   Things didn't work 
out to our liking. The South Holson is a tail race river, and 
with all the rain the previous days, the dam was forced to 
release water, and there was no way to fish the river that 
afternoon. 
 
We stopped by the South Holston Fly Shop to get the latest 
run down on what the fish were biting and what the owners 
of the shop thought would happen to the water flow in the 
days ahead. We always hear that the South Holston fish only 
take small flies in the size 18 and 20 range, and that a lot of 
the conventional stuff we use on the Mitchell or Wilson 
Creek, just do not work. 
 



I had watched and tied some of the flies recommended by 
the South Holston Fly shop. Their videos are very well done 
and pretty easy to follow. I had tied some Sulphur Split 
Backs, Puff Daddys, and some Scuds prior to the trip. 
Tying scuds for this trip was my own idea as the last time I 
was in the in the fly shop a year ago, a customer came in 
and wanted to buy scuds. My ears perked up. He said Scuds 
were all anyone was catching any trout down by the weir. As 
a note of explanation to those who might not know, scuds 
are small crustaceans that resemble rolly poly bugs. The 
split back emulates the wings starting to emerge from the 
wing case. With the Sulphur, one sees yellow in the center of 
the wing case back, and with the PMD olive spit case, one 
sees pale green. These are called triggers, and the more 
triggers the more fish you will catch. 
 
Because of the water release, we had to be on the water at 
6:00 AM and off at 10:00 on Friday, off at 11:00 on Saturday, 
and 12:00 noon on Sunday. It would have been nice to break 
up the fishing day and also get to fish at dusk when the big 
browns are supposed to be biting. We still had some great 
fishing and got to swap lies and tie flies in the afternoons. 
I caught quite a few fish over the tree days, and the best 
were a 16, 17, and an absolutely gorgeous 18 inch brown. 
One of the fellows on the trip decided to take a fish home to 
eat (legal in Tennessee), and I had the chance to see first 
hand what a brown trout really eats. Below is a photo or two 
taken and true enough everything that came out of the fish 
was about the size of a 16 or 18 hook. 
  

 
 
 
The photo above shows little shrimp like crustacean, note 
two flies in the top of the photo are a 16 and an 18. 
 

  
 
The second photo directly above shows the entire contents 
of the stomach and shows scuds, nymphs, and a the little 
shrimp like critters that must be a scud also. 
 
I had luck with some of the flies I tied. I caught fish on a gray 
scud, several on a Puff Daddy fished as an emerger, and a 
Sulphur emerger. I caught all of my bigger brown trout on a 
fly that I call a Pink Pearl Scud. It is similar to a Rainbow 
Warrior or at least that is what everyone who saw it said. 
The fly was a size 14 tied in a scud fashion with the weight 
added to the hook by applying layers of flat strips of lead to 
the upper side of the hook. By layering, I am able to keep the 
hook gap open. Maybe the big browns got tired of looking at 
the 18’s and 20’s. 
 

 
  



- Jack McNeary  

 
 

Tip of the Month 

 
Many years ago a number of RRTU chapter members 
supplied tips for the newsletter. We are bringing some 
of those tips out of retirement and hope you find these 
useful. 
 
From RRTU member Tim Wilhelm: 
How many of us as beginners put our rods together and 
start running the leader part of the line through the 
guides only to lose our grip on the line somewhere near 
the tip top and watch all of the line slide back down the 
rod and out of the guides. Next time, pull several feet of 
line off the reel and double it over itself to form a loop. 
Then grasp the loop and feed this up the guides. If you 
follow this method and let go of the line, it will slide 
down to the last guide you came through and then the 
loop will stop it there. No more starting over from 
scratch. Also, the line loop is easier to see while 
threading in low light conditions. 
 

- Alen Baker 

 

 

Fly of the Month 

 
This “fly of the month” represents the latest in the Alen 
Baker/Tom Adams series. 
 
I encountered a “letter to the editor” in a fly fishing 
magazine that complained about the names given to our 
modern fly patterns. WD40, Chernobyl Ant, Jake’s 
Freaky Fly, Sasquatch and many other examples were 
sited. Traditional names like Quill Gordon, Light Cahill 
and Royal Caochman continue to serve us well as “go 
to flies” but frankly, there are thousands of fly patterns 
at present and some of the very old fly patterns have 
names that are just as strange as our modern names. So 
what’s important about the name of a fly. 
Optimistically, the name comes from the story of the 
success of the fly pattern. Such stories lead us to name a 
fly pattern just about any name. Guides have their 
signature fly pattern they developed and always have 
their stroy. Well, I dare not ever complain. For me, I 
enjoy learning the story behind the name of a fly pattern 

and how it was developed. For every “fly of the month” 
Tom and I make every effort to research and tell that 
story. 
 
During the past year we have focused on collecting the 
recipes of any and all Southern Appalachian fly patterns 
that we encounter. We began with the thinking that 
there are simply a few dozen fly patterns that were 
developed locally about fifty to one hundred years ago. 
The Early Nelson, Sheep Fly, Yellowhammer and 
Thunderhead are good examples. However, we now 
have some 400 recipes. Also, keep in mind that new 
Southern Appalachian fly patterns are being developed 
everyday by both anglers and guides. 
 

Howell’s Trip Saver 

 

Kevin Howell is an avid fly tyer, angler, guide and 
owner of Davidson River Outfitters (DRO)  
kevin@davidsonflyfishing.com. We are excited to 
announce that Howell’s Trip Saver has been accepted 
by Umpqua Feather Merchants as a full production fly 
pattern that will be tyed and distributed world-wide. 
Kevin is proudly following in the tradition of his father 
Don Howell and his uncle Dwight Howell.  
 
The name gives away the story, well almost. Kevin has 
developed a number of fly patterns over the  years. The 
Trip Saver did not have a name at first. The fly pattern 
was one of several developed while simply fooling 
around at the tying bench, experimental fly patterns. 
Taking some of the most productive elements of 
various nymph patterns, this particular fly pattern 
emerged. The Hare’s Ear color imitates many species of 
nymphs and the small brown rubber legs, antenna and 
tail give the fly pattern lively movements. The pearl 
tinsel and top of pearl krystal flash provide eye catching 
flash and the Tungsten bead head assures a fast sink.  
 
Kevin was on a fly fishing trip and having no success in 
catching a fish with just about every fly pattern he tried. 
He pulled out his experimental fly patterns and this 
particular fly pattern caught fish and literally saved 
hisfly fishing trip. Thus, he named the fly pattern 
Howell’s Trip Saver. The fly pattern has been so 
successful that kevin decided to submitthe  fly pattern 
to Umpqua a a candidate for a new production fly 



pattern. Umpqua has accepted and is rolling out the fly 
pattern in August. 
 
Fish the Howell’s Trip Saver fly pattern as a nymph at 
or near the stream bottom. Unlike a rising nymph which 
would utilize a brass bead head that imitates an air 
bubble, the black Tungsten bead head simply gets the 
fly pattern down even in faster currents. 
 
Allow us to give a special thanks to Kevin Howell for 
sharing his announcement with our chapter. Tom, 
myself and a number of other Rocky River members 
have been fortunate to fish the private DRO waters 
behind the fly shop a number of times. Kevin has leased 
three miles of the Davidson River and manages this 
section as catch-and-release fly fishing only. An angler 
can book a half-day or full-day guided or a full day 
unguided. Kevin only allows eight rods at one time on 
the entire three miles so there is an assurance of a good 
fly fishing experience. The bookings fill up quickly 
particularily for the weekends. You make a call to the 
fly shop and purchase your booking in advance. You 
can purchase a pass for later use, then book in advance 
when you are ready to use the pass as well. 
 
The experience of fly fishing the DRO waters is well 
worth the purchase. There are a number of twenty-plus 
inch rainbows and browns. I have typically caught at 
least a fourteen or sixteen inch trout every time. My last 
experience was in high, yet clear water due to all the 
rain we have had. Yet, I still caught a 20-inch, two 16-
inch and a 14-inch trout between several showers and 
one downpour. The 20-inch rianbow jumped six times. 
What a day! 
 
I would highly recommend that you book at least a 
guided half-day with DRO and experience first hand 
what Kevin offers to his customers. I also recommend 
you use the Howell’s Trip Saver if you are nymphing 
that day. 
 

- Alen Baker 

 

Howell’s Trip Saver 

Fly of the Month 08.2013 

  
Hook:  Tiemco 5262 or equivalent, sizes 10,12,14,16 
Thread:  Uni 8/0 Black or equivalent 

Abdomen: SLF Whitlock Red Fox Squirrel Thorax 
Rib: Pearl Tinsel 
Hackle: Hungarian Partridge w/ pearl krystal flash 
Thorax:  Ice Dub UV Black  
Bead Head:  Black Tungsten  
Legs:  Small brown rubber 
 
   
Directions:   
 

1. Debarb and add bead head, mount hook 
and attach thread in front of the bead. 
Let the bobbin hang.  

2. Cut the packaged rubber legs to about 
two and one half inches in length, pull 
away two pieces.  Set one aside and find 
the half point of one.  Position this one 
in front of the bead about two eyelengths 
back from the eye and make a single soft 
wrap for positioning.  Then make and x 
wrap with two or three turns, again fairly 
soft to hold but not spring the legs out.  
With the legs where you want them.  
Holding on top of the hook shank, begin 
firmly wrapping the far leg forward to 
the eye.  Repeat with the closer leg and 
whip finish.  Cut the thread and advance 
the bead over the tied in rubber legs to 
the eye.   

3. Tie in the thread behind the bead head 
and advance the thread to the hook bend 
to slightly behind the barb in touching 
wraps and repeat the leg tie in as you did 
at the eye. 

4. Tie in a three inch piece of pearl tinsel 
and then dub the thread with the  
SLF red fox squirrel up to the thorax.  
The dub should be fairly “open” and not 
tight like you would dub a dry.  It will 
sink better and have more sex appeal if it 
is “loose”. Advance the pearl tinsel in 
even wraps and tie off and clip away the 
waste tinsel.  

5. Dub a very short section of thread with 
the black Ice dubbing (enough for two or 
three wraps).  This will raise the bed and 
make tying in the hackle easier. 



6. Select four or five strands of the krystal 
flash and tie in on the top of the hook, so 
that the flash is over the abdomen.  
Avoid letting them bunch or rotate too 
much.  They should be slightly longer 
than the hook shank.  

7. Select a Hungarian Partridge feather.  
After selecting, tie in by the tip and 
make one or two wraps.  It should be 
pretty full. 

8. Dub with Ice UV black and wrap to 
cover and complete the thorax.  

9. Once the thread is cut, stroke some of 
the black fibers back toward the hook 
bend to blend the collar. 

 

Howell’s Trip Saver 

 
 

 

- Tom Adams, Alen Baker 

 
 

Fly Fishing Museum of the Southern Appalachians 
 
When Ron Gmerek and I were returning from Atlantic 
salmon fly fishing in Nova Scotia, Ron proposed that 
we establish a fly fishing museum - a place where an 
old bamboo rod could be shared. A place where one 

could learn more about the fly fishing legends of the 
Smokies and the Blue Ridge Mountains. A place where 
the local flies could be admired and recipes copied. A 
place where our heritage of fly fishing and trout fishing 
could be better appreciated and, most of all, where the 
public could learn more about our great Southern 
Appalachian experiences and stories worth telling. 
 
We are working with Forrest Parker, board member of 
the Cherokee Chamber of Commerce, Cherokee, NC to 
establish such a place. If all works out, our future will 
include such a museum. A world-class group 
including Jim Casada, Don Kirk, Roger Lowe, Kevin 
Howell, Jim Dean, Richard Mode, Frank Smith, Ron 
Beane, Bill Everhardt, Ron Gmerek, Bo Cash, Squeak 
Smith and many others are helping to make this a 
reality. If you have ideas, items, know a fly fishing 
legends, you have something for the museum. Stay 
tuned for more updates. 
 

- Alen Baker 

 
 

2013 Catch-a-trout-every-month Challenge 

 
Once again in 2013 RRTU board member David 
Hollifield has challenged all RRTU members (yes … 
that means YOU) to the following: 
 

- Catch at least one trout per month in 2013. 
- “Catch” means in the net. The Jim Casada 

“temporary connection with another life form” 
does not count; some refer to this temporary 
connection as the “long distance release.” 

- The “penalty” for not catching at least one trout 
per month - a $10 Rivercourse donation for that 
month. 

 
This challenge seems to offer a win on both sides of the 
coin … either we are out fishing more than usual and 
(hopefully) catching more trout or we miss a month and 
support Rivercourse. 
 
During the 2012 year our officers and board members 
participated in this challenge; please check here to see a 
chart showing 2012 challenge results: 
http://rockyrivertu.org/boardChallenge.asp 



A new 2013 chart should be available soon … join the 
challenge and we will add you to the fish chart. 
 
It is a brand new year, so throw your hat in the ring and 
I am quite certain that this small incentive will lead to 
more fishing for you in 2013. 
 
If you would like to join us in this worthy pursuit, 
please contact an officer or board member. 

 

- David Hollifield 

 
 

RRTU on Facebook 

 
How’s your social network doing? How about your 
fishing network? RRTU certainly wants to help with the 
second question. RRTU now has a Facebook page. 
Search for us on Facebook under Rocky River Trout 
Unlimited and sign up to join us. Also, please “like” the 
page as this will help us to be located more easily. You 
will be able to post and respond on this Facebook page. 
You can post pictures, invitations for fishing buddies or 
trip results, flies that work for you, etc.  This page is for 
your use; we hope you use it often!  RRTU on 
Facebook is a “closed” group meaning your name is 
public but your information is not. 
 
- Jim Mabrey 
 
 

Back the Brookie License Plate 

 
You have probably noticed that some of our local 
RRTU members have the NC Trout Unlimited License 
Plate. The NCTU web site gives some history of this 
license plate and how to obtain one: 
 
http://nctu.org/tu_plate.html 
 

  
 

Stream Water Flow Data 

 
Ever wonder about the water flow in your favorite 
stream? How about after a big rain? The USGS has 
monitoring on some NC streams. Check stream flow 
data at this web site: 
 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nc/nwis/rt 
 
 

Hatch Charts 

 
Familiar with any web sites which list hatch charts we 
could reference here in the newsletter?  If so, please 
share. The flyfishingnc.com site has this chart: 
http://www.flyfishingnc.com/fly-bugs/patterns/fly-
hatch-chart-north-carolina-smoky-mountains 

 

- Editor 

 
 

The all electronic RRTU newsletter 

 
The RRTU board made a decision to move to an 
electronic-only newsletter format starting in 2011. Our 
annual savings for the paper newsletter printing and 
postage costs is over $3500; plus the newsletter has 
grown as there is no additional cost for more electronic 
pages. RRTU uses an electronic mail list server for 
sending the monthly newsletter. The instructions for 
requesting the monthly electronic newsletter follow. 
 
Using the email account with which you wish to 
register, send an electronic mail message addressed to: 
 
 sympa@list.nctu.org 



 
The subject line of this email should read: 
 

Subscribe rrtu-news firstname lastname 

 
Example:  Subscribe rrtu-news John Citizen 
 
 

RRTU Officers and Board Members 

 
President:  Tom Adams – 704.877.3367 
1st VP:  Dana Hershey – 704.577.7700 

2nd VP:  Tim Ramsey – 980-621-4562 
Secretary:  Joyce Shepherd – 704.392.8499 
Treasurer:  Jonathan Miller – 704.552.0051 
 
Alen Baker (2013) – 704.875.1505 
David Hollifield (2013) – 704.938.8735 
John Oliver (2014) – 704.467.1063 
Open TBA replacing Tim Ramsey (2014) 
Joe Beckert (2015) – 704.362.3322 
Joe Harris (2015) – 704.619.3536 
Bill Thomas (past president) – 704.231.7492

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
February 2013 
 
To: Members of Rocky River Trout Unlimited (#348) 
 
Re: Friends of Rocky River (FORR) 
 2013 Fund Raising Campaign 
 
We are pleased to advise that our 2012 fund raising initiative met our $8,000 goal. We extend our most sincere appreciation to all 
of you who donated last year. Our 2013 goal will again be $8,000; we encourage and challenge all members to participate with a 
contribution. In addition to cash contributions, items donated for lodging, trips and raffles are likewise welcomed. 
 
The funds donated in 2012 enabled us to support the following projects, activities, and programs; we have similar plans for 2013 
with one notable addition – the South Mountains State Park project: 
 

Trout in the Classroom Program – expanded to seven schools 
Youth Scholarship for the Rivercourse Program 
North Carolina Wildlife Federation Scholarship 
TU Southeast Land Protection Project donation 
South Mountains State Park Conservation Initiatives (new for 2013) 
Supported a May, 2012 Wounded Warrior Event 
Winter Fly Tying Program for RRTU membership 
How to/Where to Fish Program for RRTU membership 
Three streamside events plus the spring/fall Appletree trips 

 
Below you will find a 2013 campaign pledge card. We are requesting the return of these pledge cards with your donation by April 
1st. We appreciate the loyal support provided by our members and look forward to hearing from you. Please phone Steve Craig 
(704-609-7098) or Terry Hill (704-847-4438) if you have any questions regarding the FORR program. 
 
Steve Craig      Terry Hill 
Co-Chair Friends of Rocky River   Co-Chair Friends of Rocky River 
RRTU President 1983-1984    RRTU President 1990 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Friends of Rocky River 2013 Pledge Card 

 
 
Name:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ______________     Email address:  ____________________________________ 
 
Amount:  O $100     O $250     O $500     O $1,000     O Other ____________________ 
 
 

Make checks payable to Rocky River Trout Unlimited.  Mail your donation to: 

Jonathan Miller, 2900 Winghaven Lane, Charlotte, NC  28210 

If your employer has a matching gifts program, please include those forms too! 

 
 


