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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fall is finally falling. This is truly my favorite
time of year. Too early as I write this to feel it, but you
know the crisp, cool air is not far away. Younger days
found me dreading fall, which to me meant only winter
was not far away. Now, it portends the beginnings of
the best trout fishing for the year. Cool days, cool
water, lots of bugs and happy fish. Delayed Harvest.
Nice.

Appletree is right around the corner, what a
treat. This sort of kicks off the 2013-14 year for our
chapter. The photos and fishing stories are soon to
follow. If you have never been, Appletree is by far the
best way to meet folks and fish and eat and fish and
hang out by the fire and eat and fish, and did I say eat ?
Sign up now if you have not and if you have, oh boy.

The other, completely great part of fall is the
beginning of Fly Tying in November. The last How To
Where To is October at Sharon Methodist and will be
on the timely subject of nymphs and tailraces. The end
of HTWT means Fly Tying Sessions are right around
the corner. This year, Jack McNeary has some new
ideas to make, what has been a very successful and well
attended event, even more appealing. In addition to
that update, last year’s Guest Tyer programs will be
repeated with new tyers to be announced in the next
newsletter. We are even adding an hour to the event to
accomplish more each session. Should be another
really cool year at REI on those Saturdays.

Trout in the Classroom continues to grow with
the addition of Charlotte Preparatory this fall and Quail
Hollow has a new enthusiastic teacher. The eggs have
started arriving with Bill Thomas, Alen Baker and
Dana Hershey gathering them up at the hatchery and
spreading them around the widespread schools for our
chapter. Also, while we are thinking about TIC, please
consider reaching out to Bill or Dana if you live or
work near one of ours schools and can take a few
moments a month for the six or so months the fish are
in the schools to help out with the program. It is really
cool to see how much the kids enjoy and learn from the
program. Teachers are so excited to have this unique
teaching tool and they are so appreciative. TIC is a

great and accessible program for our involvement. We
have a short, prepared outline if you would like to see
what is expected from us, contact any board member.

One of the nice things about our new Adopt A
Stream of the delayed harvest portion of Wilson Creek
is that we have to go to Wilson for clean ups twice a
year. Our inaugural streamside clean up will be next
month, on November 9. This will coincide with the
stocking, oh what a shame. Joe Beckert, who made the
adoption happen, has also made arrangements for
camping overnight. Drop him a line if you can go and
would like to stay overnight.

Joe Raad recently dropped off a bucket ‘o fish
to the Carolina Raptor Center. The folks at CRC are
jumping with joy with the aid we have provided so far.
That is nothing compared to the smiles on the eagles
and ospreys. Please contact the center at 704.875.6521
if you have any questions. They keep business hours
and are open seven days a week. Even though these
birds eat some of out lovely trout right out of the river,
that is the way things are supposed to be, besides, birds
of prey are cool.

Thanks go to everyone that attended the state of
RRTU meeting last month. The chapter is doing well
and we are all working to make it even better for the
next year. We held elections and have some changes
for the board and officers. We are losing Alen Baker,
John Oliver, David Hollifield, and Jonathan Miller
who have served impeccably and brought us the many
positive events and achievements during their terms.
We thank them for the dedication and caring they
brought our chapter. The new members are equally as
exciting and with fresh ideas and energy, we look
forward to seeing what may come. Here are your 2013-
2014 RRTU officers and board of directors:

Tom Adams, president

Dana Hershey, vice president

Tim Ramsey, 2™ vice president

Joyce Shepherd, secretary

Joe Harris, treasurer

Joe Beckert, director

Mark Gasior, director

Steve McClure, director

Fritz Mercer, director

Linda Walden, director



Bill Thomas, ex officio past president

These are YOUR officers and board of directors; be
sure to communicate with us with your ideas,
suggestions, comments and yes, even complaints.

- Tom Adams ( f64rrtu@gmail.com )

RRTU Calendar

Oct 10-13: Appletree outing. Due to the government
shutdown this has turned into a trip to Smokey
Mountain Meadows Campground, Bryson City

Oct 17: RRTU meeting

Oct 23: How to Where to session, Sharon United
Methodist Church (South Park)

Nov 09: Streamside, Wilson Creek
Nov 16: Fly tying, REI Northlake
Nov 21: RRTU meeting

Nov 29: Streamside, Wilson Creek

December: no regular meeting or newsletter
Dec 14: Fly tying, REI Northlake

Jan 11: Fly tying, REI Northlake
Jan 16: RRTU meeting

October 17" Meeting

Lance Milks of Appalachian Tenkara

Covenant Presbyterian Church
1000 East Morehead Street
Room 207, Fellowship Hall
Charlotte, NC 28204

Social time: 6:30 PM
Meeting: 7:00 PM

Note: Some RRTU members meet for dinner before the
meeting at the Dilworth Neighborhood Grille, 911 East
Morehead Street, (704) 377-3808. Ask the hostess for
the RRTU group; folks usually gather for dinner around
5:30 PM.

Friends of Rocky River (FORR)

The 2013 Friends of Rocky River (FORR) program
campaign officially started in February. The campaign
letter went out via electronic mail on February 22.

We hope that participation will grow as we move from
year to year with the Friends of Rocky River program.
The February 28 FORR Benefit provided an excellent
launch for the 2013 campaign! Based upon individual
giving and corporate donations we are over 90%
towards our $8,000 goal for this year.

And we want to publicly thank those individuals who
donated in September:

Dave Stakel, Daniel Browne

In order to donate, please make checks payable to
Rocky River Trout Unlimited and mail your tax
deductible donation to:

Joe Harris
10226 Hanover Woods Pl
Charlotte, NC 28210

Some employers match employee donations to
501(c)(3) organizations. If your employer matches
employee contributions, please include those forms
with your donation.

These matching donations from area companies have
contributed a full 25% of our total FORR funds for the
2013 year thus far! So donations from employees of
companies like Ally Bank, Bank of America, Duke
Energy and other companies that match employee
giving are VERY helpful for our annual FORR
campaign!

Note that the 2013 FORR Campaign Letter has been
added to the newsletter. The letter and the Pledge Card
appear as the last page of the newsletter.

Thank you!

- Steve Craig/Terry Hill, FORR Committee



September 19 meeting

Our annual RRTU meeting was very well attended this
year. President Tom Adams presented a long list of
accomplishments for the 2012-2013 fiscal year.

e The Friends of Rocky River exceeded its
goal of fundraising in 2012

e Added the ability to collect donations
through credit cards

e The February annual celebration
donations grew by three times as much
as the year before

e The Fly Tying classes grew and added
guest tyers as well as live video

e Established a letter for reaching out to
new members

e Trout in the Classroom, growing and
reaching more children, adding several
new locations

e Publication of Go To Flies, a collection
of Fly of the Month articles, which was a
very successful fundraiser

e South Mountains State Park Trout
Enhancement and Restoration, a five
year, hands-on program for RRTU

e South Mountains Nature Day, a very
popular day event sponsored by the
South Mountains Park with members
teaching casting and tying

e Acquiring an Adopt A Stream for RRTU
of the Delayed Harvest section of
Wilson Creek adding that to the upper
waters for our participation

e Appletree spring, very successful,
especially the fun part

e Streamside events, South Mountain and
Catawba

e How To Where To monthly meetings,
filling the year on non fly tying months

e Rivercourse

e Stream Clean Day on Little Sugar Creek

e Members helping beginners at Orvis 101
and 201 events

e Participation in the National TU
Women'’s and general conference 2013

¢ Financial aid to the Southeast Land
Protection

e Political action at the state legislature on
behalf of Trout Unlimited by chapter
members

Officers and board members were elected for the 2013-
2014 fiscal year. Tom Adams listed those in the
October President’s Letter. Thank you to our RRTU
members and guests who were able to attend the
monthly meeting.

- Editor

Upcoming RRTU Meeting Topics/Presenters

October 17

Lance Milks, Appalachian Tenkara.
http://Imflyfishing.blogspot.com/
http://appalachiantenkara.com/

November 21

Jake Rash, NC Wildlife Resources Commission.
The Delayed Harvest Program.

January 16
TBA

Other Activities and Events

Appletree — location switch!

Dates are the same: October 10-13.

But the government shutdown has forced a change
to our Appletree camping plan. An electronic mail
message went out on October 7 with new details for
the camping location. That message follows:

We have worked out the alternative to the Appletree

campground for this week. There seems no doubt the

government will still be shut down and we will be
locked out of the campground at Appletree.

After much research the camp site chosen is

Smokey Mountain Meadows Campground. Check



the web site at http://www.smokymtnmeadows.com

This will be the first for us and from the looks of the
photos, this could be a great addition to our sites. It is
closer than Appletree and will have access to many
more fishing choices than before. This is a map of the
WNC Fly Fishing Trail ----

http://www.flyfishingtrail.com/clients/862376/File/WNC
%20Fly%20Fishing%20Trail%20map.pdf (cut and
paste this address)

Take a look at some of the rivers and creeks shown|

They are all around the campground. These are
streams | have always wanted to try. No doubt there
are many spots you will find without a crowd. Won't
that be nice. Please come and enjoy! This will be an
adventure, and those make life interesting.

Tom Adams
Rocky River Trout Unlimited
704.877.3367

VERY IMPORTANT:

Arrangements are being booked today
and we need to get the food purchase
complete. The change due to the Federal

shutdown has given new necessity for your

response as soon as possible. We need to
close sign ups today.

So, if you want to go, we want you to go
but, you must get in touch with Joe Harris
and make your reservation NOW!
joetambry@bellsouth.net

Directions:
Going west past Bryson City on Hwy 74, take Exit 64

Turn left at the top of the exit ramp onto Alarka Rd
Travel approx 1.5 miles on Alarka Rd

Turn left onto East Alarka Rd

Travel approx 1/2 miles on East Alarka Rd

Contact Us:

Smoky Mountain Meadows Campground
755 East Alarka Rd

Bryson City, NC 28713

Phone: 828-488-3672

Fees for the fall 2013 Appletree trip will be $40 per
person for two nights and $50 per person for three
nights. Send payment by check, payable to Rocky River
Trout Unlimited, to:

Joe Harris
10226 Hanover Woods Pl
Charlotte, NC 28210

If you would prefer to use PayPal, a link is available on
our web site home page: http://www.rockyrivertu.org .
Please include a notation indicating your PayPal
payment is for the fall Appletree trip.

Here’s a picture from the April 2013 trip.




We enjoy Appletree trip photos, so share them and
we’ll include some in a future newsletter.

- Editor
- Jim Mabrey

RRTU Fly Tying Class for 2013-2014

We are about to enter into our fifth season of fly
tying instruction. Here is some early information
for our RRTU fly tying class. The first session starts
on November 16, 2013.

Last year we had several Guest Fly Tyers which we
think was a successful addition. We would like to have
the guest tyers demonstrated in the afternoon, and do it
in such a fashion that our own tyers can follow along
and tie what 1s being demonstrated.

Beginners:

In the past we have focused on teaching beginners
about the tools used and some basic techniques. Our
beginners tend to focus on traditional flies such as the
Hare's Ear, Pheasant Tail, Zebra Midges, Caddis flies,
and, of course, the old standby the Woolly Bugger. We
might juggle that selection around a little this year.

Each fly that is tied requires certain materials and
techniques. We will discuss the use of thread and how

the different sizes are used and the use of different
glues in fly tying. You will learn how to tie the half
hitch and in a later session how to use the whip

finisher. In the first session, you will learn about the fly
tying vice and will use a bobbin, the bobbin threader,
the bodkin, and other basic fly tying tools. At the end
of the first session, we will all tie a Wooly Bugger.

Since we have use of the REI TV, we can focus on one
tyer, and everyone can see what the tyer is doing. We
are suggesting that in the late afternoon of each
Saturday session that we have one of our own tyers
demonstrate for the group how to tie a particular fly.
We will let you know what we will be tying and what
materials you will need to be able to tie this fly in
advance of the meeting.

If you would like to participate in the Beginners Class,
please let us know. You are not committed to it, but by
responding, we will have an idea as to how many
people will attend. Drop and email to
jmcneary@gmail.com

Advanced Tying:

This year the advanced tyers will be working on the
CDC techniques of Rene Harrop, whose flies are both
highly functional trout magnets and little works of art
as well. In addition, the flies of Davie McPhail are
marvelous, modern adaptations of traditional flies, plus
some of his original creations. Both of these tyers are
masters and their work is quite fun to tie.

Generally, tying Caddis of all stages and instars and
Mayflies, both dry and nymph, are scheduled. Tying a
No Hackle Harrop mayfly will be a particular treat.
There will be a list before the first session of the year’s
plan for tying, to give everyone a chance to prepare.
Hard to find or specific materials will be provided.
When possible, recipes will also be available
beforehand.

Any input or requests for certain representations are
terrific, we will need time to prepare, so contact me
Tom Adams at f64rrtu@gmail.com and let me know
your thoughts.

Location and Times:
The sessions for this fall and spring are:

November 16



December 14

January 11
February 15
March 15
REI Northlake Mall

9755 Northlake Centre Parkway
Saturday 10:00 am to 3:00 * pm

*We have extended the sessions by one hour this year.

Lunch
Lunch will be picked up for a $5.00 charge and include
a beverage. You can bring your own as well.

Charges

Our total charge for the five lessons is $10.00. We
provide vices and materials for the beginners. If you
have your own equipment and materials, please bring
that with you for each class session.

We look forward to a successful fly tying season. If
you are an experienced fly tyer and are interested in

helping as an instructor, let any of the three of us know.

Jack McNeary jmcneary@gmail.com
Tom Adams f64rrtu@gmail.com
Alen Baker alenandscottie@aol.com

South Mountains State Park Trout Enhancement
and Restoration

The Trout Enhancement and Restoration (TER)
initiative at South Mountains State Park has officially
started. On April 14 Jim Mackey and Tom Raispis
joined me as we started the documentation of natural
barriers and potential stream projects within the park.
One potential project — the removal of the reinforced
concrete bridge abutments near the upper falls
campsite. During high water events these abutments
divert water around these structures and this erodes the
edges of the stream bank; this, in turn, leads to silt and
debris being carried downstream in Jacob Fork.

Picture from the April 14 event:

TER Initiative Objectives:

1. Identify, prioritize and complete coldwater
conservation projects within South Mountains State
Park that are defined while executing the Trout
Enhancement and Restoration initiative.

2. Develop a comprehensive profile of wild and native
trout populations within South Mountains State Park.

3. Provide a general education to anglers and the
general public in regards to wild and native trout
populations within the South Mountains.

4. Restore one or more selected headwater tributaries
within South Mountains State Park to native trout if
deemed appropriate by state-of-the-art scientific
methods.

We’ve put together two blue backpacks that are
available to check-out at the ranger’s station of the
park. Each contains a handheld GPS unit, handheld pH
meter, stream thermometer, creel cards for
documentation and a notebook with instructions for
each. You’re welcome and encouraged to check-out
the equipment any time you’re available.

If you’re interested in coming out or lending a hand,

please give me a call or shoot me an email at
tramsey@wardtank.com , Cell # 980-621-4562.

- Tim Ramsey



Streamside Program 2013

Our first streamside event of the 2013 year was held on
Sunday, March 17, in South Mountains State Park
(SMSP). Several RRTU members and guests attended
and found that you CAN fish on St. Patrick’s Day!

The second 2013 streamside was held Sunday, May 19,
on the Catawba River Delayed Harvest water in
Marion, NC.

Our third 2013 streamside was a washout ... all the rain
forced us to cancel the planned South Fork of the New
River fishing and camping trip that was originally
scheduled for August 2-4. We will keep you posted on
any future planning for a similar trip.

November 29: Wilson Creek

This event represents our traditional post-Thanksgiving
streamside. We will fish Wilson Creek in the morning,
have lunch at the Mortimer Campground shelter and
then fish a bit more in the afternoon. More details as we
finalize plans.

For those of you that are interested or want more
information on the RRTU streamside program, please
send email to NCTroutScout@gmail.com .

- David Hollifield

Wilson Creek - adoption

Please join your RRTU officers and board in thanking
board member Joseph Beckert for his recent efforts to
add another section of Wilson Creek as RRTU
“adopted” water! Ask Joe about all the phone calls,
letters, electronic mails that were part of the adoption
process. And to celebrate we hope you will join us on
November 9 as we have our first event on this section
of Wilson.

-Editor

Adopt-a-Stream clean up event at Wilson Creek.

We will need RRTU members to meet at Brown
Mountain Beach Resort on Saturday November 9™ at
10:00 AM at the check-in station.

Camping at the Brown Mountain Beach Resort that
night is $10 per person if interested; food will be
provided for lunch plus dinner/breakfast the next day
for campers.

Our club has adopted the delayed harvest section of the
Wilson Creek and this is our first clean up event, with
plans for twice a year.

Fishing while picking up trash during the day followed
by more fishing on Sunday is the plan. Garbage bags
will be provided and there is a dumpster located at the
Brown Mountain Beach Resort.

The delayed harvest section will be stocked earlier that
week so this should be a great event. Please RSVP to

Joseph Beckert at joseph_m_beckert@ml.com or 704-
362-3322 so we can plan for food and camping interest.

-Joseph Beckert

Carolina Raptor Center — fish needed!

RRTU recently received a request from the Carolina
Raptor Center regarding an immediate need for several
of their raptors ... two injured Bald Eagles and four
injured Osprey. Here’s a portion of the electronic mail
we received:

We currently are trying to rehabilitate two injured Bald Eagles and four
injured Osprey. Unfortunately, we are in a tough spot right now, as we are
very low on a supply of fish to feed our patients. The eagle's diets are about
80% fish, and the osprey diet is 100% fish.

I'm trying to contact the various local sport fishing organizations, in hopes
that they might be able to help us out... as there is an immediate need. We
have run dangerously low. Any type of fish will do. | was hoping you might
be able to put out a quick call to your members and advise them of our
situation. As you probably know, we treat over 1000 injured birds of prey a
year, and have a 68% successful release rate... among the best in the
country. | believe some TU members already make some fish contributions
to the CRC, but | thought I'd see if any of your associates could help us out
again. Our need is constant throughout the year, but our supply is not that
constant.

Anything you might be able to do would be appreciated.

If you have any questions, please contact the following individual:



Carly Smith

Rehabilitation Coordinator
Carolina Raptor Center

(704) 875-6521 ext. 213
www.carolinaraptorcenter.org

For those that just like to fish around our Charlotte area
here is a mission for you. Go catch any fish locally,
maybe with your kids, at one of the access places on
Lake Norman or a local pond. Whatever you can keep
legally, take home, freeze and let one of our RRTU
leaders know you are actively working to help the
Carolina Raptor Center. You can either take your catch
directly to them in Latta Park or coordinate to have
someone in the chapter take your fish to their facility.
Need a pond to fish, Contact Jim Mabrey
rrtujim@gmail.com.

-Alen Baker

TU — National, North Carolina and RRTU

Looking for information on legislation? How about
recent press releases? Searching for the TU president’s
message in the TU newsletter? Interested in member
benefits? You will find all of these ... and much more

at www.tu.org

Got a TU question? That question may already be
answered in the Ask Trout Unlimited section located
here: http://www.tu.org/about-us/ask-trout-unlimited

- Trout magazine -

Lost your recent issue? Trying to find an old article?
You will find current and archive issues of Trout on the
TU web site in the Press Room tab:
http://www.tu.org/press-room/trout-magazine

- NC Trout Unlimited -
http://www.nctu.org

- Rocky River Trout Unlimited -
http://www.rockyrivertu.org

- Editor

Trout in the Classroom (TIC)

In September Dana Hershey and Alen Baker shared
the egg delivery duty for most of our TIC schools. The
only schools not receiving eggs were Quail Hollow
Middle School and Charlotte Preparatory. A new lead
TIC teacher has only recently been identified for Quail
Hollow so we are working to get them started up. And
Charlotte Preparatory is a new school so we are
working to set up their equipment.

These two pictures were taken during the egg pickup
trip to the Marion hatchery:

¥ -
F'ressur'ize |




Some schools already have some hatched eggs! We will
continue to report progress throughout the school year
for our TIC schools.

Current TIC Schools:

- Cannon School of Concord

- Charlotte Country Day School

- Charlotte Preparatory (new for 2013-14 school year)
- Community School of Davidson

- Davidson Day School

- Lincoln Charter School

- Providence Day School. Web site:
http://pdsblogs.org/chargertrout/

- Quail Hollow Middle School

- Bill Thomas, Dana Hershey

How-To Where-To Sessions

Each month except during the Fly Tying Sessions from
November thru March, members and guests of RRTU
are invited for an informal, knowledge sharing session
(simply a whiteboard, handouts and interactive
conversation) about how to fly fish and/or where to fly
fish. Topics and which gathering location will be
published well in advance in both the chapter newsletter
and on www.rockyrivertu.org .

How-To-Where-To Session Goals:

o Reach out to those interested in water conservation
and fly fishing

o Help share knowledge among beginners and veteran
fly fisherman (you do not have to be a TU member)

o Create an interactive, participatory, low-key and
friendly gathering of like minds.

Schedule — 4™ Wednesday at 6:30 pm each Month
listed below

April 24™ How-To-Where-To Session at Sharon
United Methodist Church (South Park)

- Fly Fishing with Dry Flies

- Fly Fishing Delayed Harvest Streams

May 22™ How-To-Where-To Session at REI
(North Lake, Huntersville)

- Fly Fishing with Terrestrials
- Fly Fishing Wild and Catch-and-Release Streams

June 26"  How-To-Where-To Session at Sharon
United Methodist Church (South Park)

- Fly Fishing with Streamers

- Fly Fishing Remote Headwaters - Cool Places during
the Dog Days of Summer

July 24™ How-To-Where-To Session at REI
(North Lake, Huntersville)

- Fly Fishing with Wet Flies

- Fly Fishing Stillwater

August 28"™ How-To-Where-To Session at Sharon
United Methodist Church (South Park)

- Fly Fishing with Small Flies, Size 18 and Smaller

- Fly Fishing Wild and Catch-and-Release Streams

September 25" How-To-Where-To Session at
REI (North Lake, Huntersville)

- Fly Fishing with Dry Flies

- Fly Fishing Delayed Harvest Streams

October 23" How-To-Where-To Session at
Sharon United Methodist Church (South Park)

- Fly Fishing with Nymphs

- Fly Fishing Tailraces

Note: Each session will be roughly 1 -2 hours long
with 20-30 minutes on how-to, 30-40 minutes on
where-to and 20-30 minutes on Tips and Dealing with
Unusual Conditions every session. The group at a
given session can decide together to spend more or less
time on a given topic.

Session Leaders: Tom Adams and Alen Baker (we
encourage other RRTU members to become session
leaders with us)

Direction to REI (North Lake, Huntersville): Take I-
77 North to Exit 18, Harris Blvd. west. Turn right at the
stoplight that takes you to the shopping area with
Target. REI is on the corner, very visible with parking
in front and to the side. The meeting room is in the back
left corner from the entrance.



Directions to Sharon United Methodist Church
(South Park): The church is across the street from the
Cheesecake Factory side of the mall on Sharon Road.
Park in the church parking lot and ... watch for the
RRTU signs.

- Tom Adams/Alen Baker

Where to go Trout fishing in October

Alen Baker has compiled a list of streams to consider at
various times of the year.
- Editor

October is the peak of fall season when the brown trout
make their spawning runs upstream and the
temperatures cool down through the perfect range for
feeding activity of all three species of trout. The one
downside is the beautiful autumn leaves fall into the
streams and provides a continuous challenge for the
angler according to Newton’s very last law - a fly hook
and a leaf attract regardless of the distance apart.

In District 7, the closest delayed harvest streams
include: Horse Creek (new for 2012), Elk Creek (an
additional upper section is new for 2012), Helton
Creek, Little River (new for 2012) and Mitchell River.
Within Stone Mountain State Park East Prong Roaring
River and Stone Mountain Creek are readily accessible.

In District 8, also reasonably close delayed harvest
streams include: Curtis Creek, East Fork French Broad
River, Green River, North Fork Mills River, both
sections of the Watauga River and Wilson Creek.
Within South Mountain State Park and very close to
Charlotte is Jacob Fork.

In District 9, delayed harvest streams best visited
during Appletree trips include: Nantahala River,
Tuckasegee River, West Fork Pigeon River, Big Laurel
Creek and Shelton-Laurel Creek. Within DuPont State
Forest the Little River is another choice.

Although October is the first month of the delayed
harvest period in North Carolina, the greater challenge
and typically the aesthetics are on wild streams and

Catch-and-Release streams including fee-based fly
fishing on the Cherokee C&R during our Appletree trip.

- Alen Baker

Tales from the Stream

Editor’s note: We are always excited to hear from
RRTU membership about their fishing adventures. This
month we have a short story from board member Joe
Beckert.

Joe Raad and | ventured up to Wilson Creek to see how the
trout were biting September 7" for the day. We fished the
delayed harvest sections using terrestrials and various wooly
bugs. We only caught one four inch sucker on a copper
john. In our attempt to stimulate the local economy, we went
to the trout pond by the country store and were willing to pay
for a fish. | hooked a 3-4 pound rainbow that jumped once
then ran to another spectacular jump that broke my line.

The trout was tempted by my very own hand tied woolly
bugger with a yellow marabou tail. It was the fish that
ALMOST cost me $6 a pound and by my estimate, it would
have been an $18 fish.

Joe Raad and | ate our lunch on the road home and had a
great time.

-Joe Beckert

Tip of the Month

Many years ago a number of RRTU chapter members
supplied tips for the newsletter. We are bringing some
of those tips out of retirement and hope you find these
useful.

From RRTU member Tim Wilhelm:

Just because a rod is labeled for a certain weight line
does not mean that it is. Experiment with your rods.
Cast it with a line size smaller or larger. You may find
that you already own your favorite rod with one of the
combinations tried.

- Alen Baker



Fly of the Month

This “fly of the month” represents the latest in the Alen
Baker/Tom Adams series.

As an experienced fly tyer, we are dazzled by a new fly
pattern with all it’s sophisticated parts, colors and even
with the newer creative materials that the recipe calls
for. We are drawn into more time consuming steps, new
tools and new tying techniques as well. We tend to
intimidate those that do not tie flies and even those that
have an interest in learning to tie flies. At times it may
be our nature, so shame on us. The fly we present this
month is far from intimidating and will take us back to
a firm foundation.

If you were designing the perfect fly, here are some
ideal characteristics:

o suggestive or imitative of a highly available food
source or at least highly attractive to trout

o may be tied in a multitude of color combinations for
matching the variety of aquatic insects

o a dry fly for the ultimate top action and fly fishing
enjoyment

o floats high and for a long time in both smooth and
rough water conditions

o durable enough to catch numerous trout if not lost in
a tree and no big deal if lost

o visible at great distances and in a wide range of light
conditions

o economical to tie by using only a few readily
available, low-cost materials

o simple, quick and easy to tie allowing one to re-fill
the fly box conveniently

By now you are probably of thinking that there is no
one fly that meets all of the above criteria. As they say
in the printing business “we do good, fast and cheap —
pick two!” However, there is such a fly, an old pattern
that has somehow become a well kept secret.

Bivisible

A quote from Fly Patterns and Their Origins, “The
idea of the Bivisible and its apt name must certainly be
credited to Edward Ringwood Hewitt.” Edward Hewitt
(1866-191) in his 1926 book Telling on the Trout,

states “Dark colors are more visible to the trout from
below than light colors, and, therefore, take more fish
under most conditions and are more generally used.
They are often however, more difficult to see on the
water tan the lighter flies. This is the reason for my
favorite design of fly which I call the Bi-Visible which
consists of a palmer-tied brown hackle on the head of
which is wound a small wisp of white hackle. The
white resting against the brown becomes very visible in
most lights to the angler; on the other hand, the trout
see the brown hackle from below better than any other
color used. This fly is by far the best of any I have yet
seen for all species of trout and it is based on a sound
physical principle.”

The Brown Bivisible has a place in most fly catalogs,
yet it is often overlooked as we pursue more exact
imitations of aquatic insects, hair wing dry flies for
rough water and other specialized fly patterns. The
highly visible white hackle in front is found in all the
original variations.

The Badger Bivisible is the first variation known to
have been created in the 1930°s by Charles Merrill (-
1940) is known as the dean of the Detroit fly tyers and
founder of the F.F.F.F. Club. This fly pattern is white
and badger. Hank Wilson, a guide on the White River
in Arkansas created the Bulbous Bivisible in the late
1970’s. This fly pattern is white and black with a black
closed-cell foam extended abdomen. Palmering is an
old technique that has been used in some fly patterns
since the 1700’s.

The Grizzly Bivisible fly pattern is white and grizzly
with no specific originator associated. The Black
Bivisible fly pattern is white and black with no specific
originator associated either. The original Brown
Bivisible was tied with no tail, but at some point
variations began also including a tail of the same color,
then creatively other colors with red most likely be the
first and foremost variation. I have seen other color
combinations such as orange and black, yellow and
black and white and white (probably not labeled a
bivisible). Another variation that has been creatively
spawned from bivisibles is the trivisible, but three
colors in combinations is a totally different story.
Bivisibles are typically tied in a size 12, but also in 14



and 16. Like any dry fly, bivisibles are fished with a
dead drift or with a skating presentation.

In researching the use of the Brown Bivisible I found
that this fly pattern is also fished as a nymph. Use
Camp Dry or Scotch Guard to waterproof the fly. Tie
on with 5X tippet leaving a 10-inch tag. Tie an
overhand knot at the tag end and put on a split shot. The
fly will be suspended above the bottom positioned to be
seen and taken by trout that tend to hang at the bottom.
This tactic is posted on www.flytyingforum.com by
cornmuse.

- Alen Baker

Bivisible
Fly of the Month 10.2013

Hook: Tiemco 100 or equivalent, size 14,16,18,20
Thread: Uni 8/0 black or equivalent

Tail: optional, rooster hackle to match main hackle
Hackle-abdomen: Black Rooster

Hackle- thorax: Tan, Grizzly, Cream, White Rooster

Directions:

1. Wrap thread starting two eyelengths back from
the eye to the end of the shank. Let the bobbin
hang. Select a black rooster hackle. The normal
hackle for dry flies would be about one and one
half the size of the hook gape, however, for a
proper Bivisible the hackle needs to be about the
same as the hook gape. Select and strip a small
section of barbs for tying in. Also, strip a short
section of barbs on the side of the hackle away
from the tie in. This will allow one wrap without
any barbs binding and slanting at an angle.
Ideally, the hackle will begin straight up and at
right angles to the hook shank. Tie in with the
curved or dull side of the hackle away from the
eye with three or fours turns and advance the
thread to the two thirds mark. Let the bobbin
hang.

2. Begin wrapping the hackle forward in very tight,
touching turns. The best way to keep the hackle
from bunching or not staying at right angles is to
wiggle as you wrap. It is odd but it works, wiggle
as you wrap and keep a slight backward pressure

against the previous wrap. This will add density
and aid in maintaining the hackle remaining
upright. Advance the hackle to the two thirds
mark and bind in with two or three wraps. Trim
the excess hackle and neaten up the tie in by
advancing the thread to the eye and back to where
you stopped the hackle. Advance the thread to two
or three turns back from the eye and let the bobbin
hang.

3. Select a front hackle with a color of your
choosing. Make sure the size is the same as the
black hackle. Dress the hackle as above and tie in
firmly and advance like before. Stop wrapping
two or three eyelengths back and trim waste.
Whip finish to form a small head and finish with
head cement.

Bivisible




- Tom Adams, Alen Baker

Fly Fishing Museum of the Southern Appalachians

When Ron Gmerek and I were returning from Atlantic
salmon fly fishing in Nova Scotia, Ron proposed that
we establish a fly fishing museum - a place where an
old bamboo rod could be shared. A place where one
could learn more about the fly fishing legends of the
Smokies and the Blue Ridge Mountains. A place where
the local flies could be admired and recipes copied. A
place where our heritage of fly fishing and trout fishing
could be better appreciated and, most of all, where the
public could learn more about our great Southern
Appalachian experiences and stories worth telling.

We are working with Forrest Parker, board member of
the Cherokee Chamber of Commerce, Cherokee, NC to
establish such a place. If all works out, our future will
include such a museum. A world-class group

including Jim Casada, Don Kirk, Roger Lowe, Kevin
Howell, Jim Dean, Richard Mode, Frank Smith, Ron
Beane, Bill Everhardt, Ron Gmerek, Bo Cash, Squeak
Smith and many others are helping to make this a

reality. If you have ideas, items, know a fly fishing
legends, you have something for the museum. Stay
tuned for more updates.

- Alen Baker

2013 Catch-a-trout-everv-month Challenge

Once again in 2013 RRTU board member David
Hollifield has challenged all RRTU members (yes ...
that means YOU) to the following:

- Catch at least one trout per month in 2013.

- “Catch” means in the net. The Jim Casada
“temporary connection with another life form”
does not count; some refer to this temporary
connection as the “long distance release.”

- The “penalty” for not catching at least one trout
per month - a $10 Rivercourse donation for that
month.

This challenge seems to offer a win on both sides of the
coin ... either we are out fishing more than usual and
(hopefully) catching more trout or we miss a month and
support Rivercourse.

During the 2012 year our officers and board members
participated in this challenge; please check here to see a
chart showing 2012 challenge results:
http://rockyrivertu.org/boardChallenge.asp

A new 2013 chart should be available soon ... join the
challenge and we will add you to the fish chart.

It is a brand new year, so throw your hat in the ring and
I am quite certain that this small incentive will lead to
more fishing for you in 2013.

If you would like to join us in this worthy pursuit,
please contact an officer or board member.

- David Hollifield

RRTU on Facebook

How’s your social network doing? How about your
fishing network? RRTU certainly wants to help with the



second question. RRTU now has a Facebook page.
Search for us on Facebook under Rocky River Trout
Unlimited and sign up to join us. Also, please “like” the
page as this will help us to be located more easily. You
will be able to post and respond on this Facebook page.
You can post pictures, invitations for fishing buddies or
trip results, flies that work for you, etc. This page is for
your use; we hope you use it often! RRTU on
Facebook is a “closed” group meaning your name is
public but your information is not.

- Jim Mabrey

Back the Brookie License Plate

You have probably noticed that some of our local
RRTU members have the NC Trout Unlimited License
Plate. The NCTU web site gives some history of this
license plate and how to obtain one:

http://nctu.org/tu plate.html

m TROUT UNLIMITED -

Qf1234

NORTH CAROLIMA

Stream Water Flow Data

Ever wonder about the water flow in your favorite
stream? How about after a big rain? The USGS has
monitoring on some NC streams. Check stream flow
data at this web site:

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nc/nwis/rt

Hatch Charts

Familiar with any web sites which list hatch charts we
could reference here in the newsletter? If so, please
share. The flyfishingnc.com site has this chart:
http://www.flyfishingnc.com/fly-bugs/patterns/fly-
hatch-chart-north-carolina-smoky-mountains

- Editor

The all electronic RRTU newsletter

The RRTU board made a decision to move to an
electronic-only newsletter format starting in 2011. Our
annual savings for the paper newsletter printing and
postage costs is over $3500; plus the newsletter has
grown as there is no additional cost for more electronic
pages. RRTU uses an electronic mail list server for
sending the monthly newsletter. The instructions for
requesting the monthly electronic newsletter follow.

Using the email account with which you wish to
register, send an electronic mail message addressed to:

sympa@list.nctu.org

The subject line of this email should read:
Subscribe rrtu-news firstname lastname

Example: Subscribe rrtu-news John Citizen

RRTU Officers and Board Members

President: Tom Adams — 704.877.3367

1 VP: Dana Hershey — 704.577.7700

2" VP: Tim Ramsey — 980-621-4562
Secretary: Joyce Shepherd — 704.392.8499
Treasurer: Joe Harris — 704.619.3536

Open TBA replacing Tim Ramsey (2014)
Joe Beckert (2015) —704.362.3322

Mark Gasior (2016) —704.806.9185

Steve McClure (2016) — 704.654.1367

Fritz Mercer (2016) — 704.577.2193

Linda Walden (2016) —704.618.3320

Bill Thomas (past president) — 704.231.7492



February 2013
To: Members of Rocky River Trout Unlimited (#348)

Re: Friends of Rocky River (FORR)
2013 Fund Raising Campaign

We are pleased to advise that our 2012 fund raising initiative met our $8,000 goal. We extend our most sincere appreciation to all
of you who donated last year. Our 2013 goal will again be $8,000; we encourage and challenge all members to participate with a
contribution. In addition to cash contributions, items donated for lodging, trips and raffles are likewise welcomed.

The funds donated in 2012 enabled us to support the following projects, activities, and programs; we have similar plans for 2013
with one notable addition — the South Mountains State Park project:

Trout in the Classroom Program — expanded to seven schools
Youth Scholarship for the Rivercourse Program

North Carolina Wildlife Federation Scholarship

TU Southeast Land Protection Project donation

South Mountains State Park Conservation Initiatives (new for 2013)
Supported a May, 2012 Wounded Warrior Event

Winter Fly Tying Program for RRTU membership

How to/Where to Fish Program for RRTU membership

Three streamside events plus the spring/fall Appletree trips

Below you will find a 2013 campaign pledge card. We are requesting the return of these pledge cards with your donation by April
1™, We appreciate the loyal support provided by our members and look forward to hearing from you. Please phone Steve Craig
(704-609-7098) or Terry Hill (704-847-4438) if you have any questions regarding the FORR program.

Steve Craig Terry Hill
Co-Chair Friends of Rocky River Co-Chair Friends of Rocky River
RRTU President 1983-1984 RRTU President 1990

Friends of Rocky River 2013 Pledge Card

Name:

Date: Email address:

Amount: O $100 0O $250 0O $500 O $1,000 O Other

Make checks payable to Rocky River Trout Unlimited. Mail your donation to:
Joe Harris, 10226 Hanover Woods Pl, Charlotte, NC 28210
If your employer has a matching gifts program, please include those forms too!




