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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hoping everyone’s summer is off and running as you
wanted. Sure goes quickly. First I want to look back at
the past month. June has historically been mild for our
chapter. Vacations are underway and with Delayed
Harvest over, the water and air warming, fishing trips
are more infrequent and limited to blue lines (not that
there is anything wrong with that) so the month can be
sort of “soft”. Well, not this year!

After months of process, work and planning we
had a whale of a June. The chapter meeting was on
location, outdoors and multi-faceted. We had Jack
Cummings, a FFF certified instructor, give us a
virtually private lesson in the basics (what I need) and
even some advanced techniques for casting on trout
streams. Learning roll casts, how to single and double
haul and some excellent drills and tips. Very pleasant
and informative.

That same afternoon, starting an hour before the
casting, Tim Ramsey had arranged to coordinate our
meeting with Great Outdoor Provision’s kayak
extravaganza. This gave everyone a chance to test any
number of boats and styles and on the water. There
were dozens and dozens of boats available. Wow.

Not only did we have a terrific meeting, earlier
in the month, Joe Beckert put together a streamside on
Wilson Creek (our Adopt-a Stream) and working with
the NCWRC agent, Lisa Jennings, worked to make an
impact on an invasive species of plant, Japanese
knotweed, which is working its way through the gorge
and has serious implications on the quality of the gorge
as a whole. Planted some years ago by a homeowner
for soil erosion control, this non-native oriental plant is
rampant and expanding at an alarming rate. It
overpowers native plants and is nearly indestructible.
The state is setting aside major funding resource to try
on check this nasty plant. Joe along with Jonathan
Miller, Taylor Duggins, Christina Beckert, Jeff
Thomas, and Cora Thomas, worked the day to cut and
collect hundreds of these plants for removal.

As great as all of the above is, there is more.
The South Mountain Project entered another phase by
having an active impact on the quality of Jacob’s Fork.

Tim Ramsey working in conjunction with Cheryl and
the ranger staff arranged to remove a failed concrete
support from an old bridge high up on the mountain.
The park brought in heavy equipment to break up the
concrete and a truck to haul away the rip rap. They also
carried the volunteer’s gear up and donated campsites
to those attending. The work went well and the
following day our crew, Linda Walden, Paul Duffy,
David Curcio, John Zizzi, affected some stream bank
restoration with park staff. Also helping was a French
exchange student here for the summer from Paris,
Quentin Roze. C’est magnifique! There was still some
time to enjoy the beautiful location, camp and fish the
very low pressured waters of upper Jacob’s Fork. This
is so terrific and this is exactly why we are a great
chapter with even greater members. Hats off to the
crew!

Coming in August we will have another run at
the New River streamside. This is the event that was
postponed last summer due to the season’s very heavy
rain. So far this summer is shaping up very differently
and is working in our favor. Fishing, camping, fishing,
eating, kayaking, fishing. What could be better, except
we will be with friends and family. I understand
smallies are better than ever. Details will be on the
website, an email blast and an E-vite.

Our next chapter meeting will be September 25
at Covenant Presbyterian and will be our annual
business meeting and elections. Please plan to attend as
we will review the past year and look toward the next.
Watch your mail for the official notification.

- Tom Adams ( fodrrtu@gmail.com )

RRTU Calendar

July: No regular meeting

August: No regular meeting
Aug 01-03: Streamside, New River Smallmouth Trip

Sep 03-07: TU Annual Meeting, Santa Fe, NM
Sep 25: RRTU meeting. Annual elections.

Oct 09-12: Fall Alarka Fishing/Camping Trip



Oct 16: RRTU meeting.

September 25" Meeting

Annual meeting and elections

Covenant Presbyterian Church
1000 East Morehead Street
Room 207, Fellowship Hall
Charlotte, NC 28204

Social time: 6:30 PM
Meeting: 7:00 PM

Note: Some RRTU members meet for dinner before the
meeting at the Dilworth Neighborhood Grille, 911 East
Morehead Street, (704) 377-3808. Ask the hostess for
the RRTU group; folks usually gather for dinner around
5:30 PM.

Friends of Rocky River (FORR)

The 2014 Friends of Rocky River program campaign
officially kicked off in February.

We hope that participation will grow as we move from
year to year with the Friends of Rocky River program.
The February 27 FORR Celebration provided an excellent
launch for the 2014 campaign! Those funds support our
best habits — NC Wildlife Federation, Rivercourse, Trout
in the Classroom, streamsides, and fly tying just to name a
few!

In order to donate, please make checks payable to Rocky
River Trout Unlimited and mail your tax-deductible
donation to:

Joe Harris
10226 Hanover Woods Pl
Charlotte, NC 28210

Some employers match employee donations to
501(c)(3) organizations. If your employer matches
employee contributions, please include those forms
with your donation.

These matching donations from area companies make a
significant addition to our total FORR funds each year.
Donations from employees of companies like Ally
Bank, Bank of America, Duke Energy and other
companies that match employee giving are VERY
helpful for our FORR program!

Note that the 2014 FORR Campaign letter and
Pledge Card appear as the last page of the
newsletter.

Thank you!

- Steve Craig/Terry Hill, FORR Committee

Past and Upcoming RRTU Meeting
Topics/Presenters

April 17
Matt Green
Aquatic Ecotoxicology and Physiology Lab, ASU

May 15

Kelly McCoy

RiverGirl Fishing Company, Todd, NC
http://www.rivergirlfishing.com/index.php

June 19

Jack Cummings

FFF Certified Casting Instructor. This meeting was held
on location at Latta Plantation.

October 16

Franklin Tate

TU Director of Youth Education
http://www.tu.org/5Rivers

Other Activities and Events

-- Wilson Creek Cleanup --

On June 7 Joe Beckert and several RRTU members
met on Wilson Creek for the first cleanup event of
2014. Lisa Jennings of the US Forest Service directed
efforts designed to begin controlling the invasive
Japanese knotweed that was introduced in the area
many years ago. Lisa, Joe and several volunteers



worked in an area adjacent to the creek in front of the
Wilson Creek Visitor Center.

You may read more about this event here:
http://grandfatherrestorationproject.wordpress.com/201

4/06/12/japanese-knotweed-wilson-creeks-most-
unwanted-invasive-species/

-Editor

Alarka — fall trip. October 9-12.

October will be upon us before too much longer. So
if you are planning to join us at Alarka, please make
your reservation/payment as that helps with
planning for food and camping costs.

Here are a few pictures from the spring 2014 Alarka
trip that are fairly representative of what happens
... food, fellowship, fishing and some relaxation:

When you are ready to sign up, please include “Fall
Alarka trip” as a description/note on any payments
(check or PayPal).

If you are paying by check, make your check payable to
Rocky River Trout Unlimited and mail to:

Joe Harris
10226 Hanover Woods Pl
Charlotte, NC 28210

For more information regarding the Alarka trip:
http://www.rockyrivertu.org/2014-fall-alarka-trip.html

- Editor
- Jim Mabrey



South Mountains State Park Trout Enhancement
and Restoration

A small group of RRTU members met on the weekend
of June 20-22 at SMSP to assist with the TER project.
Volunteers were able to camp Friday and Saturday
nights. The big work effort — to remove pieces of some
old bridge abutments from the area above the High
Shoals Falls. Once the work was completed, a bit of
fishing and some fine campground food, ambiance
topped off the weekend. You will find pictures on our
RRTU web site that document this event:

http://www.rockyrivertu.org/

Here’s more information on our project:

The Trout Enhancement and Restoration (TER)
initiative at South Mountains State Park has officially
started. On April 14, 2013 Jim Mackey and Tom
Raispis joined me as we started the documentation of
natural barriers and potential stream projects within the
park. One potential project — the removal of the
reinforced concrete bridge abutments near the upper
falls campsite. During high water events these
abutments divert water around these structures and this
erodes the edges of the stream bank; this, in turn, leads
to silt and debris being carried downstream in Jacob
Fork.

TER Initiative Objectives:

1. Identify, prioritize and complete coldwater
conservation projects within South Mountains State
Park that are defined while executing the Trout
Enhancement and Restoration initiative.

2. Develop a comprehensive profile of wild and native
trout populations within South Mountains State Park.

3. Provide a general education to anglers and the
general public in regards to wild and native trout
populations within the South Mountains.

4. Restore one or more selected headwater tributaries
within South Mountains State Park to native trout if
deemed appropriate by state-of-the-art scientific
methods.

We’ve put together two blue backpacks that are
available to check-out at the ranger’s station of the
park. Each contains a handheld GPS unit, handheld pH
meter, stream thermometer, creel cards for
documentation and a notebook with instructions for
each. You’re welcome and encouraged to check-out
the equipment any time you’re available.

If you’re interested in coming out or lending a hand,
please give me a call or shoot me an email at
tramsey@wardtank.com , Cell # 980-621-4562.

- Tim Ramsey

Streamside Program 2014

Our third streamside event of 2014 will occur August
01-03 on the New River. Since things slow down for
trout in the hot months of summer, this should provide
a different perspective as this section of the New River
has a very nice smallmouth bass fishery. You may
choose to rent a canoe or kayak. We will camp at the
New River Campground in Sparta, NC. Evites have
been sent with more details for the trip. The cost is $40
for each person and that figure does not include boat
rentals or lunches. Check this web site for more
information on the campground:

http://www.canoeingthenew.com/




WHEN: Friday, August 01, 2014 from 06:00 PM to
Sunday, August 03, 2014 at 10:00 AM

WHERE: New River Campground Inc 6286 U.S.
21 Sparta NC 28675

Tim Ramsey
tramsey@wardtank.com
980-621-4562

Previous streamside event(s):
March 22 — Ararat River DH, Mt. Airy, NC
May 31 — Todd Island Park DH, Todd, NC

Our streamside team has already made some tentative
selections for additional outings this year. These
include:

Early November — Wilson Creek cleanup 2
November 28 — Wilson Creek DH

For those of you that are interested or want more
information on the RRTU streamside program, please
send email to NCTroutScout@gmail.com .

- David Hollifield

Carolina Raptor Center — fish needed!

RRTU received a request from the Carolina Raptor
Center late last year regarding an immediate need for
several of their raptors ... two injured Bald Eagles and
four injured Osprey. Here’s a portion of the electronic
mail we received:

We currently are trying to rehabilitate two injured Bald Eagles and four
injured Osprey. Unfortunately, we are in a tough spot right now, as we are
very low on a supply of fish to feed our patients. The eagle's diets are about
80% fish, and the osprey diet is 100% fish.

I'm trying to contact the various local sport fishing organizations, in hopes
that they might be able to help us out... as there is an immediate need. We
have run dangerously low. Any type of fish will do. | was hoping you might
be able to put out a quick call to your members and advise them of our
situation. As you probably know, we treat over 1000 injured birds of prey a
year, and have a 68% successful release rate... among the best in the
country. | believe some TU members already make some fish contributions
to the CRC, but | thought I'd see if any of your associates could help us out
again. Our need is constant throughout the year, but our supply is not that
constant.

Anything you might be able to do would be appreciated.

If you have any questions, please contact the following individual:

Carly Smith

Rehabilitation Coordinator
Carolina Raptor Center

(704) 875-6521 ext. 213
www.carolinaraptorcenter.org

For those that just like to fish around our Charlotte area
here is a mission for you. Go catch any fish locally,
maybe with your kids, at one of the access places on
Lake Norman or a local pond. Whatever you can keep
legally, take home, freeze and let one of our RRTU
leaders know you are actively working to help the
Carolina Raptor Center. You can either take your catch
directly to them in Latta Park or coordinate to have
someone in the chapter take your fish to their facility.
Need a pond to fish, Contact Jim Mabrey
rrtujim@gmail.com.

-Alen Baker

Trout in the Classroom (TIC)

The 2014-15 school year will begin for many local
schools in August. And this is a busy time for our Trout
in the Classroom planning as well. Some schools like
Charlotte Country Day run their tanks year round; most
start fresh each year though and the tanks/water needs
to be conditioned so they are ready for the eggs in
September. We have some new schools ... Charlotte
Latin, Northwest Cabarrus Middle, and Cannon School
will start a second tank at the middle school.

Please continue to check our web site for more TIC
news as you will find pictures and video of some April
and May TIC releases.

http://www.rockyrivertu.org/trout-in-the-
classroom.html

Current TIC Schools:

- Cannon School of Concord

- Cannon Middle School of Concord (new for 2014-15)
- Charlotte Country Day School

- Charlotte Latin (new for 2014-15)

- Community School of Davidson

- Davidson Day School



- Lincoln Charter School

- Northwest Cabarrus Middle School (new for 2014-15)
- Providence Day School. Web site:
http://pdsblogs.org/chargertrout/

- Quail Hollow Middle School

- Bill Thomas, Dana Hershey

TU — National, North Carolina and RRTU

Looking for information on legislation? How about
recent press releases? Searching for the TU president’s
message in the TU newsletter? Interested in member
benefits? You will find all of these ... and much more

at www.tu.org

Got a TU question? That question may already be
answered in the Ask Trout Unlimited section located
here: http://www.tu.org/about-tu/fags

- Trout magazine -

Lost your recent issue? Trying to find an old article?
You will find current and archive issues of 7Trout on the
TU web site here:
http://www.tu.org/media/trout-magazine

- NC Trout Unlimited -
http://www.nctu.org

- Rocky River Trout Unlimited -
http://www.rockyrivertu.org

- Editor

Where to go Trout fishing — July and August

Alen Baker has compiled a list of streams to consider
at various times of the year.
- Editor

Where to Go Trout Fishing in July

Some consider July simply to hot to go trout fishing.
However, the mountain air is often a cooler place to be
and there are easy places to purse trout. It is a little
known fact that the North Carolina Wildlife Resources

Commission does a limited stocking of selected delayed
harvest streams in July.

In District 7, the delayed harvest streams stocked in
July is Helton Creek. Within Stone Mountain State Park
East Prong Roaring River and Stone Mountain Creek
are stocked. Trout Lake is also stocked. The hatchery
supported streams that are stocked include: Dan River,
Fisher River, Little River, North Fork New River,
Three Top Creek, Middle Fork New River and South
Prong Lewis River.

In District 8, the delayed harvest streams stocked in
July include: Curtis Creek, East Fork French Broad
River, Green River, North Fork Mills River, both
sections of the Watauga River and Wilson Creek. Cane
Creek in downtown Bakersville is also stocked. The
hatchery supported streams that are stocked include:
Rocky Broad River, North Toe River (Avery County),
Wilson Creek and South Toe River.

In District 9, the delayed harvest streams stocked in
July include: Nantahala River and West Fork Pigeon
River. The hatchery supported streams that are stocked
include: Davidson River, French Broad River, Scott
Creek and Big Snowbird Creek.

June is a very good month to fish Wild streams and
Catch-and-Release streams including the fee-based fly
fishing on Bullhead Creek and Rich Mountain Creek
within Stone Mountain State Park. Keep in mind that
there will be many visitors to the park in July. Another
consideration is to pursue smallmouth on the New
River.

Where to Go Trout Fishing in August

August is the month well known for the dog days when
everywhere is simply hot, even in the shade. However,
for those that persist to trout fish in August, there are a
good number of choices in North Carolina.

In District 7, the hatchery supported streams that are
stocked include: Little River, North Fork New River
and Middle Fork New River. Within Stone Mountain
State Park East Prong Roaring River and Stone
Mountain Creek are stocked. Trout Lake is also
stocked.



In District 8, the hatchery supported streams that are
stocked include: North Toe River (Avery County),
Wilson Creek and South Toe River.

In District 9, the hatchery supported streams that are
stocked include: Davidson River, French Broad River,
Scott Creek and Big Snowbird Creek.

August is a great month to utilize terrestrials to fish
Wild streams and Catch-and-Release streams including
the fee-based fly fishing on Bullhead Creek and Rich
Mountain Creek within Stone Mountain State Park.
Keep in mind that there will be many visitors to the
park in August. One of the very best considerations is
to pursue smallmouth on the New River.

- Alen Baker

Tales from the Stream

Editor’s note: We are always excited to hear from
RRTU membership about their fishing adventures. This
month we have notes on a trip from your newsletter
editor, Jonathan Miller.

On the weekend of June 20-22, 1 was able to join
members of the Table Rock TU chapter on their
summer camping and fishing trip. On Friday afternoon
I drove to the Black Mountain Campground and arrived
with barely enough daylight left in order to set up my
“new, big” tent. After all those years of camping in
those small, lightweight backpacker style tents, I finally
broke down and bought one that allows me to stand
inside the tent. The Table Rock TU folks take their food
seriously ... Friday night dinner included steaks, boiled
potatoes, roasted corn, squash, tomatoes and other
culinary delights! After a hearty breakfast on Saturday
morning, | drove up the forest service road (#472, also
the South Toe River Road) to the third bridge up from
the campground. | recently “inherited” an inexpensive
Tenkara rod and wanted to try this out on the South Toe
River wild trout water. After parking at that third
bridge, I walked down the road a half mile or so and
then got into the water. Literally ... in the first pool I
fished I lost my Yallar Hammer Dry on the first cast!
Some little marauder brookie came all the way down
the pool and grabbed that fly and broke my 7X. It was

probably an operator error ... oh well. So I decided that
I would NOT lose more fish due to a light tippet ... so
back to 5X I went. And the Yallar Hammer Dry did not
disappoint as I caught several small brookies and one
rainbow during my first pass up the stream. When I got
back to the truck I found that I had lost my “grandpa”
sunglasses. Those are the kind you wear OVER your
regular eyeglasses. So my solution to that loss was to
walk back down and refish the entire stretch of water in
hopes that I would see those sunglasses. Well I had NO
luck at finding them on that second trip upstream ... but
being a stubborn fellow I decided to fish that same area
of water downstream with a Woolly Bugger (black) on
my regular fly rod and reel. I caught a few more trout
on the downstream trip and the best part ...  FOUND
MY GLASSES. They were at the top of a very deep
and long pool ... I happened to notice something red
waving in the water and it was my eyewear retainer. So
finding those sunglasses seemed like a good way to end
the fishing day; I went back to the campground in order
to celebrate by taking a nap in the hammock. Saturday
night dinner was also mighty fine ... I’ve decided being
with these different TU groups is an excellent way to
make sure that you eat well on camping trips. The most
memorable part of the Table Rock TU trip happened
around 6:00 AM on Sunday morning. I was already
partially awake when I heard a pan drop. It made quite
a noise and I figured it might be Alan or one of the
other fellows up getting the coffee started. Not 30
seconds later it sounded like an entire kitchen of
pots/pans had fallen on the ground. And shortly after
that I heard several people start yelling. GET OUT OF
HERE! GIT! HAAAAAAA ... several of the men were
yelling and I was scrambling to get out of my tent. As
you may have guessed ... a black bear was helping
itself to anything it could find in the cookset boxes. One
of the TRTU members said that was the biggest black
bear he had ever seen. All that yelling drove it off so we
just had to repack all the cookwear. We did find that
someone had left a loaf of bread in one of the boxes and
that’s a BIG NO NO when in bear country. Another NO
NO ... leaving your windows slightly open with food in
the car. I did that and the bear had definitely
investigated my truck. There were paw prints on both
the drivers side and the passenger side; that bear had
event gotten up into the bed of the truck. Since we were
already awake and up, we just started working on
breakfast and getting packed up. Rather than fish up



there, I decided to go back and fish a section of the Elk
Creek delayed harvest water. Though I did eventually
catch three trout (1 brook, 1 brown, 1 rainbow), the
fishing was pretty tough. The water was warm, low,
clear and the trout could definitely see me coming. If
you are ever in that area of the South Toe River
headwaters, I would definitely recommend wetting a
line in there.

-Editor

Fly of the Month

This “fly of the month” represents the latest in the Alen
Baker/Tom Adams series.

Fly of the Month

We are blessed in North Carolina with a creative fly
tyer who happens to own and operate a very successful
fly shop in Pisgah Forest, North Carolina. Kevin
Howell is the son of the legendary Don Howell who is
well known for creating “GO TO” flies that work when
other fly patterns do not.

This is a fly with a number of variations but we present
it as Kevin ties it best.

Howell’s Strawberry Blonde

The Woolly Bugger fly pattern is often debated as a wet
fly, a hellgrammite imitation or a streamer. We will
never really know why trout are turned on by the
Woolly Bugger fly pattern, but they seem to like it
more often than not. We traditionally use a black,
brown or olive woolly bugger with or without a bead
head in our North Carolina Streams and in more recent
years have found size 12 and size 14 to be very
effective. However, RiverGirl, Kelly McCoy, swears by
the pink woolly bugger, Fritz Mercer swears by the
white woolly bugger, and there are purple, chartreuse,
orange to be tried that will most likely work as well.
Generally, bright colors in dingy waters and earth-tones
in clear waters. Kevin Howell takes the Woolly Bugger
fly pattern to the whole next level with the “hot Bead
head”!

“This Wooly Bugger pattern came into existence on the
Watauga River and has become a go to pattern for me
in clear water when I want to fish a Wooly Bugger
Pattern. While Olive, White, and Black buggers have
always been a mainstay in fly boxes everywhere,
pressured trout seem to figure out that maybe they
should not eat those. By switching to the mottled tan
and yellow coloration I was able to get strikes when
other colors would not work. Then for weight I added a
red Tungsten Bead one night when I ways tying flies
for a trip the following day. Why red you ask? Simple,
it was the color bead that was lying on my tying bench.
The following day it turned out to be my most
productive fly on a Watauga River Float trip. The Red
bead seems to act as a Hot Spot or Attractor for the
trout.” says Kevin Howell.

- Alen Baker

Strawberry Blonde
Fly of the Month 07.2014

HOOK: Streamer, 4X to 6X. Tiemco 5367 or
equivalent. Size 14,12, 10, 8, 6,4

Thread: 8/0 Uni Rusty Brown

Head: Red Tungsten Round bead

Body: Chennille —variegated orange and tan
Ribbing: Gold wire

Hackle: Saddle feather —barred ginger rooster
Tail: Mottlebou

Directions:

1. Debarb the point of the hook and slide the bead
to the head and affix the hook in the vice. Begin
thread wraps immediately behind the bead and
wrap tight wraps to the hook bend. Let the
bobbin hang.

2. Choose a mottlebou feather. Size the length to
be approximately the length of the hook shank.
Holding the feather in your left hand by the tip,
choose only enough feather of the appropriate
length and stroke in the direction of the tip to
separate the wanted feather from the waste.
Eventually there will be a small section of the
stem exposed at the tie in point. Once you are
happy that this is the correct length for the tail,
strip the marabou feathers away from the stem



that will not form the tail, to reduce bulk. If the
feathers are too unruly, you can slightly moisten
your fingertips and control the shape until tied
in. Be careful when moistening to not choose
more feathers than needed (they will shrink
down remarkably) in that it will add
unnecessary bulk to the fly. Tie in above the
hook point being careful to keep the marabou on
top of the hook shank. Tie in firmly but not
completely and let the bobbin hang. Take the
thread in tight turns to the eye tying in the stem
on top of the hook shank as you go. Let the
bobbin hang .Select two flash fibers about three
inches in length. Match the tips and fold at the
midpoint. Tie in the folded midpoint
immediately in front of the tail, on top of the
hook shank so that two strands are on each side.
Trim the lengths to be even and slightly longer
than the marabou. Advance the thread to the
head and let the bobbin hang.

Select about three inches of wire and tie in on
top of the hook shank and wrap in tight turns to
the tail tie in. Let the bobbin hang.

Select a saddle hackle which has barbs of the
right length for about four or five turns. The
length should be about one and one half the
height of the hook gape. Saddle hackle barbs
will increase in length as it goes toward the
base. That is okay and will make a slight cone
shape to the hackle, getting longer as it nears the
head. It is also good to have some webby fibers
at the head of the fly to form a collar of wavy
material. Tie in with several wraps and let the
bobbin hang.

Select about three inches of chenille and with
fingernails or gentle pressure from scissors, strip
away the chenille strands revealing a short
section of core thread. About one eighth inch or
so. Tie in at the tail on top of the hook shank
and advance the thread in tight turns to the eye.
Let the bobbin hang. Advance the chenille to
the head of the hook at the bead. Tie in and let
the bobbin hang.

. Advance the saddle hackle with the shiny side
forward in wraps between the chenille wraps (it
is not necessary to fill every wrap) to just
behind the bead head. At this point the hackle
should be getting “webby”. Make several firm

wraps of thread to secure the hackle and let the
bobbin hang. Do not trim the hackle yet.

7. Advance the wire in the opposite direction as
the hackle (wrap toward you not away from
you) and with a wiggling motion avoid trapping
too many fibers. This will hold and protect the
hackle. At the bead head make two turns of
wire, bind with two or three thread wraps and
break off excess wire.

8. Finish the hackle wrap, forming a collar by
making two or three turns of the webby hackle.

9. Whip finish, trim the thread and you are
finished.

Strawberry Blonde

- Tom Adams, Alen Baker

Tip of the Month

Many years ago a number of RRTU chapter members
supplied tips for the newsletter. We are bringing some
of those tips out of retirement and hope you find these
useful.

Buy leaders one size smaller than needed and add two
feet of tippet. For example instead of buying a 9 foot
5X, buy a 7 % foot 4X and add two feet of 5X. This
allows for the tippet to be cut and retied any number of



times. The added tippet can then be replaced with little
loss of the original leader. Use the same size tippet to
tie on additional flies in tandem.

- Alen Baker

Fly Fishing Museum of the Southern Appalachians

When Ron Gmerek and I were returning from Atlantic
salmon fly fishing in Nova Scotia, Ron proposed that
we establish a fly fishing museum - a place where an
old bamboo rod could be shared. A place where one
could learn more about the fly fishing legends of the
Smokies and the Blue Ridge Mountains. A place where
the local flies could be admired and recipes copied. A
place where our heritage of fly fishing and trout fishing
could be better appreciated and, most of all, where the
public could learn more about our great Southern
Appalachian experiences and stories worth telling.

We are working with Forrest Parker, board member of
the Cherokee Chamber of Commerce, Cherokee, NC to
establish such a place. If all works out, our future will
include such a museum. A world-class group
including Jim Casada, Don Kirk, Roger Lowe, Kevin
Howell, Jim Dean, Richard Mode, Frank Smith, Ron
Beane, Bill Everhardt, Ron Gmerek, Bo Cash, Squeak
Smith and many others are helping to make this a
reality. If you have ideas, items, know a fly fishing
legends, you have something for the museum. Stay
tuned for more updates.

March 2014 update:

Great News...although there is much work to be done to get
legal work in place, exterior renovations are underway on the
5000 sq ft building in downtown Cherokee. The building is
located across from the Cherokee Natural History Museum
and the drama ticket sales office - beside the Cherokee
Visitor Center. Better location, more parking, and still on the
Oconaluftee River. The exterior renovations will bring the
building's appearance in line with the heritage theme of other
buildings within the cultural district.

The other work underway is rewiring to bring the building up
to electrical code.

In the meantime, there are other efforts beginning to get
underway including:
- developing the museum board by-laws, appointing
an initial board and filing for a 501c3 status to be

completed by the Cherokee Chamber of Commerce
BOD

- completing a long-term lease agreement on the
building with EBCI

- developing architectural plans for interior
renovations

- contracting a firm to build the live trout exhibit

- developing a museum logo, marketing materials and
some fundraising

Tenatively, there will be a booth at the SEFFF festival at
WNC in May.

- Alen Baker

RRTU on Facebook

How’s your social network doing? How about your
fishing network? RRTU certainly wants to help with the
second question. RRTU now has a Facebook page.
Search for us on Facebook under Rocky River Trout
Unlimited and sign up to join us. Also, please “like” the
page as this will help us to be located more easily. You
will be able to post and respond on this Facebook page.
You can post pictures, invitations for fishing buddies or
trip results, flies that work for you, etc. This page is for
your use; we hope you use it often! RRTU on
Facebook is a “closed” group meaning your name is
public but your information is not.

- Jim Mabrey

Stream Water Flow Data

Ever wonder about the water flow in your favorite
stream? How about after a big rain? The USGS has
monitoring on some NC streams. Check stream flow
data at this web site:

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nc/nwis/rt

Back the Brookie License Plate

You have probably noticed that some of our local
RRTU members have the NC Trout Unlimited License
Plate. The NCTU web site gives some history of this
license plate and how to obtain one:



http://nctu.org/tu plate.html

-
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NORTH CAROLIMA

Hatch Charts

Familiar with any web sites which list hatch charts we
could reference here in the newsletter? If so, please
share. The flyfishingnc.com site has this chart:
http://www flyfishingnc.com/fly-bugs/patterns/fly-
hatch-chart-north-carolina-smoky-mountains

- Editor

The all electronic RRTU newsletter

The RRTU board made a decision to move to an
electronic-only newsletter format starting in 2011. Our
annual savings for the paper newsletter printing and
postage costs is over $3500; plus the newsletter has
grown as there is no additional cost for more electronic

pages. RRTU uses an electronic mail list server for
sending the monthly newsletter. The instructions for
requesting the monthly electronic newsletter follow.

Using the email account with which you wish to
register, send an electronic mail message addressed to:

sympa@list.nctu.org

The subject line of this email should read:
Subscribe rrtu-news firstname lastname

Example: Subscribe rrtu-news John Citizen

RRTU Officers and Board Members

President: Tom Adams — 704.877.3367

1* VP: Dana Hershey — 704.577.7700

2" VP: Tim Ramsey — 980-621-4562
Secretary: Joyce Shepherd — 704.392.8499
Treasurer: Joe Harris — 704.619.3536

Open TBA replacing Tim Ramsey (2014)
Joe Beckert (2015) — 704.362.3322

Mark Gasior (2016) —704.806.9185

Steve McClure (2016) — 704.654.1367

Fritz Mercer (2016) — 704.577.2193

Linda Walden (2016) —704.618.3320

Bill Thomas (past president) — 704.231.7492



May 2014
To: Members of Rocky River Trout Unlimited (#348)

Re: Friends of Rocky River (FORR)
2014 Fund Raising Campaign

We are pleased to advise that our 2013 campaign raised over $8,000 or about two thirds of the funds required for our operations
budget and chapter activities. Our goal for 2014 will again be $8,000 which will constitute the majority of the funds needed to
support our chapter activities.

Our purpose in establishing the FORR Program is to transition our primary fund raising initiative away from a banquet program
format over to cash contributions through our annual FORR member drive. While we will continue to have two (2)

strategic raffles, monthly sweepstakes, auctions, contests and companion trip opportunities throughout the year, we want our
primary funding to emanate from cash donations from our members, friends, business sponsors. Prize and trip donations to
auction, raffle or utilize in a fund raising sweepstakes or contest are likewise welcomed.

The funds raised in 2013 enabled us to support the following projects, activities, and programs:

e Sponsored a youth scholarship for the RiverCourse Youth Fly Fishing Camp.

e Increased the number of Trout in the Classroom schools.

e Donated to a North Carolina Wildlife Federation Scholarship program for a college student seeking a degree in the
fisheries or wildllife fields of study.

e Donated to the TU Southeast Land Protection project toward the acquisition of unique, coldwater watershed tracks of
land.

e  Winter fly tying program for all skill levels.

e Several streamside events plus the spring Appletree/fall Alarka trips.

Below you will find a 2014 campaign pledge card. We appreciate your loyal support and look forward to hearing from you. Please
phone Steve Craig (704-609-7098) or Terry Hill (704-847-4438) if you have any questions regarding the FORR program.

Steve Craig Terry Hill
Co-Chair Friends of Rocky River Co-Chair Friends of Rocky River
RRTU President 1983-1984 RRTU President 1990

Friends of Rocky River 2014 Pledge Card

Name:

Date: Email address:

Amount: O $§100 O $250 0O $500 O $1,000 O Other

Make checks payable to Rocky River Trout Unlimited. Mail your donation to:
Joe Harris, 10226 Hanover Woods Pl, Charlotte, NC 28210
If your employer has a matching gifts program, please include those forms too!




